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Love  never  fails 


“Love  never  fails.  Let  us  love  one  another,  for  love  is  of  God”  (I  Cor.  13:8;  I  John  4:7).  Courting  swans  make  a  Valentine 
picture.  The  birds  are  the  property  of  a  retired  doctor,  Cornel  Petrassevich,  and  live  on  his  lake  in  Philadelphia,  Miss.  (Photo 
by  Tom  Brown.  Used  by  permission  of  the  Neshoba  Democrat.) 
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Nurse  takes  Christ’s  love 
to  rural  dwellers  of  Peru 
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:Guy  Henderson 


!-  one  pastor  said  concerning  the  Officers  are  being  chosen,  agency  Communication  engineers  teu  us 
SBC,  “We  are  no  longer  talking  to  each  leaders  elected,  boards  being  formed  that  communication  is  an  individual 
other  we  are  talking  about  each  on  the  basis  of  their  “strong  leader-  problem  long  before  it  becomes  a 
jother”  This  could  be  true  on  the  SBC  ship”  in  this  camp  or  the  other.  Recon-  mass  problem.  Our  words  will  repre- 
llevel  We  must  communicate.  Just  ciliation  is  not  the  purpose  nor  the  sent  us;  honesty,  integrity,  andcred- 
fcikinp  about  each  other  quickly  in-  goal.  This  is  apparent  when  we  see  ibllity  are  at  stake.  Your  words  are 
Idicates  we  are  apt  to  follow  the  lines  fundamental/conservatives  who  are  important  to  someone  “Dad,  were  you 
of  Prior:  not  fundamental  enough  to  suit  the  ex-  telling  the  truth  or  just  preaching?” 

“They  never  taste  who  always  tremes,  or  moderate/conservatives  is  not  the  greatest  compliment, 
j^nk-  who  are  not  moderate  enough  to  suit  Knowledge,  understanding,  ap- 

They  always  talk  who  never  think.”  the  extreme  of  that  group.  Some  like  preciation,  and  convictions  form  the 
We’d  best  do  some  thinking  and  to  wear  their  labels  like  badges  of  silver  in  a  word  that  will  make  it  nng 
talking  lest  the  candlestick  is  remov-  honor  while  “in  honor  giving  with  truth.  Face  to  f«^  two-way  corn¬ 
ed  from  us.  It’s  not  unlike  the  child  preference  to  one  another”  iscrumpl-  m unication  is  needed  to  stop  uie 
watching  his  parents  proceed  toward  ed  like  a  politician’s  sign  after  the  polarization  of  the  SBC.  Slowly,  bnck 
a  divorce.  They  don’t  talk.  Curt  notes  election.  Extremism  is  seldom  a  by  brick  as  Nehemiah  of  old,  we  must 
are  left  on  the  refrigerator  or  they  choice  suit  to  wear.  rebuild  the  wall.  Its  not  too  late  unless 

communicate  through  the  lawyers.  A  word  to  all  of  us,  including  the  effective  communication  is  ruled  out. 

:  Parents  who  once  loved  each  other  SBC  Executive  Committee,  our  trus-  The  hot  iron  of  prayer  can  press  out 
are  now  saying  such  hurting  things,  tees  of  institutions  and  agencies,  the  wrinkles  that  divide  us.  I  do  not 
Property  is  involved,  neighbors  are  fellowships,  and  related  groups:  Take  agree  with  the  layman  who  said, 
amazed,  and  the  strength  of  the  fami-  heed,  my  brothers,  Do  not  think  of  “Many  in  our  parish  regard  the  pulpit 
ly  dissolves.  Plus  there  are  the  griev-  thyself  “more  highly  than  he  ought  to  as  harmless  and  boring  However,  it 
ing  children.  “Please,  dear  God,  why  think,  but  to  think  soberly,  as  God  has  could  well  be  true  that  the  longer  we 
can’t  they  settle  this?  ”  dealt  to  each  a  measure  of  faith  ....  continue  the  controversy,  the  more  the 

In  the  Far  East,  the  word  is  “face”  be  kindly  affectionate  to  one  another  lost  world  will  see  Southern  Baptists 
Once  your  face  is  on  the  line,  you  can-  with  brotherly  love - continuing  in  that  light. 

not  turn  back.  Your  pride  would  not  steadfastly  in  prayer  ....  be  of  the  We  can’t  give  up.  There  is  still  hope 
permit  it.  Whatever  the  cost,  you  same  mind  toward  one  another  . . . .  that  negotiations  can  take  place,  over¬ 
maintain  face.  Oh,  that  both  sons  Beloved,  do  not  avenge  yourselves,  but  tures  made,  forgiveness  extended, 
would  come  into  the  Father’s  house  rather  give  place  to  wrath:  for  it  is  love  proffered,  and  we  can  watt 
ere  we  see  the  gavel  fall  and  hear  the  written,  vengeance  is  mine.  1  will  together  again.  The  olive  leaf  is  still 
Judge  say,  “Divorce  granted.”  repay,  says  the  Lord”  (Rom.  12).  around. 


Administration  wants  churches  to 
report  charitable  donations  to  IRS 


Education  in  Mississippi 

By  Farrell  Blankenship 

_ _  Carey  including  the  New  Orleans  and 

is  a  30-minute  video  pro-  Guif  Coast  campuses.  - 
Education  Commission  •  Becky  Bennett,  Blue  Mountain ;  Iris 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Easterling,  William  Carey;  and  Bil- 

_ _  _ urches  and  associations,  ly  Lytal,  Mississippi  College,  wrote  the 

Churches  have  a  great  opportunity  script.  In  addition  Billy  Lytal  shot  the 
during  Baptist  College  and  Seminary  footage  and  edited  the  video.  Farrell 
Week,  Feb.  16-22,  to  show  this  video  to  Blankenship,  Broadcast  Services, 
as  many  groups  as  possible.  MBCB,  served  as  producer. 

T  "l  The  video  fea-  “Baptist  Higher  Education  in 
Video  tures  Blue  Mississippi”  video  is  available 
Mountain  Col-  through  your  association  office,  or  you 
Avail  a  hie  tege,  Mississippi  may  borrow  a  copy  from  the  Depart 
mdl  °  1  College  includ  ment  of  Broadcast  Services,  Box  530, 

_ _ _ _  _ ^ _ ^  _  BUB  ing  the  Clarke  Campus,  and  William  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

nightmare  for  churches.  through  1996  and  recover  $200  million 

"It  would  be  awfully  burdensome  in  1997.  The  administration  would  use 
for  big  and  small  churches  alike,”  the  savings  to  offset  the  amounts  it  |f)  m©mON3m 

Walker  said.  “Any  member  who  gives  would  lose  in  providing  more 

as  little  as  $10  a  week  will  hit  the  $500  favorable  tax  treatment  for  gifts  of  ap-  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  4,  Sgt.  Ricky  County  Sheriff,  sang  “Rock  of  Ages,” 

figure.  Multiply  that  by  the  millions  predated  property  and  gifts  by  Simmons  of  the  Jackson  Police  read  the  Twenty-third  Psalm,  and 
of  church  members  and  you’ve  got  a  multinational  corporations  to  Department  made  the  final  roll  call,  shared  words  of  his  friend.  “Ricky  Joe 
monumental  mass  of  red  tape.”  charities.  He  was  killed  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  spoke  often  of  his  family,  his  children, 

The  administration’s  proposal  The  House  Ways  and  Means  Com-  jg  survived  by  his  wife,  Yonka,  and  and  worked  hard  for  their  future.  He 
would  require  churches  and  other  tax-  mittee  was  expected  to  begin  taking  daughters  Suzanne  and  Kathleen.  was  a  front  line  officer,  never  backed 
exempt  organizations  to  determine  action  on  the  administration  s  tax  pro-  Mourners  came  to  the  memorial  up ;  you  followed  him.  He  stood  tall  as 
whether  the  amount  is  potentially  posals  Feb.  12.  service  from  all  over  the  state  on  Fri-  an  officer,  a  husband,  and  a  father, 

deductible  as  a  charitable  gift  or  Chesser  is  staff  writer,  BJCPA.  Hav  the  7th  —  lawmen,  friends,  the  “Rickv  Joe  now  walks  a  new  beat. 


By  Larry  Chesser 

tions  have  been  exempt  from  this  ment,  the  proposal  is  designed  to 
requirement.  remedy  the  problem  IRS  has  in 

“That’s  the  way  it  should  be,”  said  distinguishing  between  gifts  to  “Baptist  Higher  Education  in 
J.  Brent  Walker,  associate  general  charities  and  payments  to  charities  Mississippi” ' 
counsel  at  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit-  for  goods  and  services,  such  as  admis-  *  “ 

tee.  “This  proposal  opens  the  door  sion  to  entertainment  events  or  pur- 
even  more  for  government  to  intrude  chases  made  at  charity  auctions, 
into  religious  affairs  and  would  result  Charities  with  annual  gross  recei 
in  unwholesome  church  state  en-  of  less  than  $25,000  would  be  exer 
tanglements.  Proposals  like  this  one  from  the  reporting  requirements.  T 


who  give  $5,000  or  more  in  one  year. 
Churches  and  their  related  organiza- 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Deborah  Brunt,  Corinth;  Susan  Kin- 
ton,  Walnut  Grove;  Owen  Lusk.  Jackson;  Randy  Turner,  Natchez,  vice- 
chairman;  Tommy  tutor,  Clarfcsdale,  chairman;  ex-officio.  Evelyn  Keyes, 
secretary,  Jackson. 
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Trustees  of  FMB  avoid 
confrontation  with  Parks 


FBC  gives  record  amount  to  Lottie 

Vicky  Heath,  right,  director  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  for  First  Church, 
Jackson,  presents  a  check  for  $177,244  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and 
the  state's  WMU.  The  money  was  collected  through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of- 
RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  —  retirement  in  protest  of  board  policy  tions  under  which  he  must  now  fering  for  Foreign  Missions.  Shown  with  Heath  are  William  Maxwell,  director  of  ac- 
Trustees  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Europe.  operate  But  he  acknowledged  they  counting  and  personnel  services  at  the  Convention  Board,  and  Marjean  Patterson, 

denied  they  have  a  “global  agenda”  to  Although  several  trustees  said  they  did  consider  asking  for  a  commit-  executive  director-treasurer  for  Mississippi’s  WMU.  (Photo  by  Shannon  T.  Simpson) 
advance  their  view  of  theological  disagreed  with  Parks’ decision  to  per-  ment,  apology,  and  reaffirmation 
orthodoxy.  mit  the  press  conference,  the  board  from  him  during  the  closed-door  ses-  171 

In  a  special  meeting  Feb.  10,  apparently  was  satisfied  with  his  sion.  “Some  of  that  was  discussed,”  ivll TV") 
trustees  said  they  were  explanation.  Parks  said. 

misrepresented  in  a  Jan.  7  press  con-  Several  trustees  had  predicted  the  “There  was  an  acknowledgement  of  ~a  • 

ference  during  which  two  top  FMB  disagreement  would  bring  a  confron-  tension  and  concern,  about  trust  and  TA  rj  J  1 
administrators  charged  that  the  tation  with  Parks  and  perhaps  even  relationship,  that  we’re  going  to  have  vj.x» 

trustees’ “political”  agenda  has  taken  prompt  him  to  retire  earlier  than  ex-  to  work  on,’  he  said.  ...... 

priority  over  the  cause  of  missions  at  pected.  But  no  such  showdown  In  the  past,  Parks  has  suggested  he 
the  FMB.  ~~  resulted  Monday.  will  not  continue  as  president  if 

“This  board  of  trustees  does  not  Mter  the  ore-hour  board  session,  restricted  to  a  “figurehead”  role 
have  afundaipentalist  mission  agen-  Hancock  said  the  issue  of  Parks1 
j?  for  °Jf  ™  chairman  BUI  would  not  come  „p  during  the 

Hanpock  told  trustees,  staff,  guests,  trustees’  three-day  meeting  “if  I  have 

and  reporters  who  gathered  in  the  anvthinD  tA  w:,h  it  »  that  such  an  action  was  taken, 

board’s  chapel  Feb.  10  for  what  many  y  8  Instead,  trustees  in  open  session 

expected  to  be  a  showdown  with  FMB  Parks  and  Hancock  said  Parks’  focused  on  public  disclosure  of  a  let- 

President  Keith  Parks.  tenure  was  not  discussed  in  the  ter  from  trustee  Ron  Wilson  of  Califor- 

Trustee  leaders  earlier  met  with  closed-door  .session  with  trustee  nia  to  Hancock. 

Parks  for  two  hours  behind  closed  leaders.  Asked  if  he  had  settled  in  his  The  letter,  which  was  in  the  hands  consultation 
doors,  during  which  they  reportedly 
discussed  Parks’  handling  of  the  said 

January  press  conference  at  which  nion  . . .  that  I  would  want  to  express 

key  FMB  administrators  Isam  Parks  said  the  trustee  leaders  did  ference  as  evidence  of  the  trustees 
Ballenger  and  Keith  Parker  took  early  not  define  any  expectations  or  res  trie-  (See  FMB  on  page  8) 


DORFWEIL,  Germany  (BP)  —  defunding  vote  in  October.  Foreign 
The  European  Baptist  Federation  has  Mission  Board  trustees  reaffirmed 
Jted  offered  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  vote  in  December  after  meeting 

. _ _ _ _ _ _  ^me  cooperation  with  the  Foreign  Mission  with  leaders  of  the  federation  and  the 

restrictions,  there  was  no  evidence  Board  but  has  listed  five  elements  of  seminary. 

-  -  ...  Christian  protocol  European  Baptists  Baptist  union-designated  directors, 

will  expect  of  the  FMB  or  any  other  pastors,  and  teachers  from 
mission  board  in  the  future.  throughout  Western  and  Eastern 

Bill  Hancock,  FMB  trustee  chair-  Europe  approved  the  statement,  in- 
man,  quickly  accepted  the  offer  for  a  dicating  a  broad  base  of  support 

^  _____  '  M"  l  in  Europe.  FMB  among  European  Baptists  for  its  con- 

mind  the  issue  of  retiring  early,  Parks  of  news  media  in  early  January,  was  delegate  to  the  consultation  were  to  be  tents,  European  said 

I  wouldn’t  have  an  opi-  cited  by  Parker,  FMB  area  director  named  during  the  board  s  Feb.  10-12  Rela t*®"8  wlUl 

. .  for  Europe,  in  the  Jan.  7  press  con-  meeting  in  Richmond  Va.,  he  said.  Board  became  a  tote  addition  tothe 

^  -  -  -  -  -  It  will  be  held  at  a  time  and  loca-  agenda  for  the  Jan.  26-29  meeting  at- 

tion  selected  by  European  Baptists,  tended  by  50  leaders  from  23  Euro- 
A1  though  the  federation’s  leaders  pean  Baptist  unions  at  a  retreat 
acknowledge  the  need  of  help  with  center  in  Dorfweil,  near  Frankfurt, 
missions  in  Europe,  they  said  they  Germany.  The  main  purpose  of  the 
value  preserving  unity  more.  session  was  to  develop  a  document 

In  sending  fne  statement,  European  on  the  role  and  purpose  of  Baptist 
Baptist  leaders  say  they  are  taking  a  churches  in  the  new  Europe  in 
firm  stand  to  assure  that  problems  preparation  for  a  conference  of  Euro- 

such  as  the  way  the  Foreign  Mission  pean  churches  this  September  in 

Board  handled  the  Ruschlikon  def  an-  Prague. 

ding  do  not  recur.  Relations  between  Delegates  approving  the  statement 


Drummond  will  retire  June  30 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (ABP)  —  tion  that  I  must  leave  the  rebuilding  become  less  involved  in  running  the 
After  four  tumultuous  years  as  presi-  to  another.”  s  school  if  Southeastern  is  to  retain  its 

dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  Lewis  Southeastern,  one  of  six  seminaries  accreditation. 

Drummond  announced  Jan.  30  that  he  owned  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  That’s  the  ruling  from  the  Southern 
will  retire  at  the  end  of  June.  vention,  was  the  first  to  come  under  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

Drummond,  65,  made  his  announce-  the  control  of  SBC  fundamental-  which  placed  Southeastern  on  one- 
ment  in  a  special  closed-door  meeting  conservatives,  who  took  the  reins  of  year  probation  Dec.  5  but  did  not  state 
of  the  seminary  s  trustee  executive 
committee  on  the  school’s  campus  III 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.  The  trustees  met 
privately  for  about  three  hours  while 
reporters  from,  national  and  local 
media  waited  outside. 

Drummond’s  announcement  ended  the 
months  of  speculation  about  his 
tenure,  heightened  by  the  Dec.  5 deci- 

sion  by  the  Southern  Association  of  cessive  involvement  of  trustees  in  the 
Colleges  and  Schools  to  place  administration  of  the  school.  The 
Southeastern  on  academic  probation  seminary’s  other  accrediting  agency. 

The  school  already  faces  a  financial  the  Association  of  Theological 
crisis  and  dwindling  faculty  and  Schools,  will  visit  Southeastern  in 
enrollment.  February  to  decide  whether  or  not  to 

In  light  of  those  challenges,  Drum-  place  the  school  on  probation  or 
mond  said  in  a  statement,  ‘It  has  withdraw  accreditation, 
become  increasingly  a  clear  convic-  Trustees  of  Southeastern  must 


the  denominational  structure  in  1979.  its  reasons  until  recently. 

Drummond  inherited  a  trustee  As  a  result  of  the  turmoil,  the 
board  anxious  to  steer  the  school  to  a  school’s  enrollment  has  dropped  from 
more  conservative  course,  a  faculty  over  1,000  in  1987  to  about  half  of  that, 
resistant  to  that  new  direction,  and  ac-  A  rash  of  faculty  resignations  and 
crediting  agencies  that  scrutinized  retirements  will  also  reduce  the  fiacul- 

lict  carefully.  ty  to  about  half  its  1987  size  by  next  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  David  S. 

Eventually  SACS  placed  fall,  with  only  seven  of  the  34  faculty  Dockery  has  been  appointed  dean  of 
Southeastern  on  probation,  citing  ex-  members  remaining  from  1987.  the  school  of  theology  at  Southern 

Meanwhile,  truStee  chairman  Seminary,  effective  Aug.  1. 

Roger  Ellsworth  refused  to  blame  The  appointment  by  seminary 
Drummond  for  Southeastern’s  woes.  President  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  followed 
“Dr.  Drummond  has  labored  under  unanimous  approval  of  faculty  status 
extremely  difficult  circumstances,”  for  Dockery  by  the  Louisville,  Ky., 
said  Ellsworth,  a  pastor  from  Benton,  school’s  trustee  executive  committee 
Ill.  “We  are  concerned  about  the  SACS  Feb.  4. 

. . .  „  In  executive  session,  the  executive 

See  DRUMMOND  on  page  9)  committee  heard  a  report  from  the 

academic  personnel  committee 
.  regarding  Southern  professors  E. 


Honeycutt  appoints  Dockery 


• _ D _ _  .rt|r_  _  L  •  „  Glenn  Hinson  and  Molly  T.  Marshall  Dockery,  general  editor  for  Broad¬ 
ly©  rrOffrEHl  tcLKCS  Ul£  upturn  A  joint  statement  issued  after  the  man  Press  in  Nashville,  was  elected 

O  "  *  JT  ■  meeting  by  trustee  chairman  W  to  a  tenurable  position  as  associate 

Wayne  Allen  of  Tennessee  and  professor  of  New  Testament  inter- 

The  StfC  indicate  The  SBC  business  office  did  tober  through  January,  also  revealed  Honeycutt  said  the  academic  person-  pretation.  He  will  be  presented  to  the 

corded  a  receive  a  check  from  that  state  con-  an  increase:  $45,965,591  compared  to  nel  committee  had  “brought  to  a  con-  Ml  board  in  April  as  a  candidate  for 

2  month  of  vention  in  January  1992,  which  the  previous  year-to-date  of  elusion  several  years  of  continuing  tenure. 

hat  month  basically  accounted  for  the  entire  in-  $44,640,953,  or  an  increase  of  2.97%.  concern  related  to  certain  writings  of”  Dockery,  39,  has  been  at  his  current 

Harold  C.  crease  Records  for  1991  indicate  that  “I  am  gratified  by  the  year-to-date  the  two  professors.  position  as  editor  of  the  40-volume 

immittee  check  was  received  too  late  to  be  increase  of  $1,324,638  for  the  four-  The  academic  personnel  committee  New  American  Commentary  since 

counted  in  the  January  totals.  month  period,  October  1991  through  reported  it  had  instructed  Honeycutt  l«0.  Before  that,  he  was  assistant  pro¬ 
as  due.  in  Total  for  January  1992  was  January  1982,”  Bennett  said.  “I  real-  to  “warn  the  professors  that  if  in  the  lessor  of  New  Testament  interpreta 

mission  of  $12,492.(581  compared  to  $10,325,464  for  ly  believe  that  Southern  Baptists  are  future  one  should  teach  the  positions  tion  at  Southern  Seminary  for  two 

«ntinn  CP  the  comparable  month  in  1991.  ■committed  to  funding  world  missions  which  someone  interpreted  them  to  years.  He  previously  taught  for  four 

in  Dallas. 


might  Ori«W»n  CMc£ 


Draper  reports  on  first 
co'nffibuted  "$29 1,624*  to"  missions  months  as  president 

ill  MISSISSIPPI  By  Linda  Lawson 
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Supporting  missions  comes 
close  to  home  in  Mississippi 


How  to  avoid  credit  card  statement  shock 

By  Charles  J.  Givens  .< 

Credit  card  debt  is  one  of  the  of  credit.  It’s  the  kind  that  gets  you  in-  made  the  purchase  with  a  check, 
greatest  challenges  you  will  face  in  to  credit  trouble  with  nothing  to  show  Count  the  money  gone  —  it  is.  Circle 
building  positive  financial  goals.  I  for  it.  Payments  linger  long  after  the  the  amount  of  the  charged  item  to  dif- 
have  met  thousands  of  people  who  goods  or  services  are  gone.  ferentiate  the  charge  from  a  purchase 

have  managed  to  create,  quite  unin-  by  check  and  enter  “C.C.”  into  the 

tentionally,  a  credit  dilemma :  charg-  .  .  .  .  check  number  box  to  indicate  credit 

ing  When  cash  is  short  and  hoping  the  "Financial  success  requires  card  charge. 
money  will  be  there  when  the  pay-  practiced  discipline.”  At  the  ertd  of  the  month,  .the  circled 

ment  comes  due;  stacking  one  month-  __ _ ______ ___  items  represent  everything  you  charg- 

ly  bill  on  top  of  another  until  nothing  ed  on  all  credit  cards.  The  money  has 

is  left  for  necessary  expenses.  The  best  use  of  credit  by  far  is  bor-  already  been  deducted  from  your 

There  are  three  basic  uses  of  credit,  rowing  money  at  a  low  rate  and  in-  bank  balance  and  is  available  for 
From  worst  to  best  they  are :  perish-  vesting  appreciables  at  a  higher  rate  payment. 

able  purchases  such  as  meals,  gas,  of  return  or  in  something  that  will  Think  of  it.  No  more  statement  _ ^ 

groceries,  airline  tickets  ...  worst;  grow  in  value.  In  other  words,  making  shock.  As  you  deduct  each  charge,  you  arm  in  a  truck  accident  in  196&  He  was  in  Jackson  until  Jan.  27  to  ba  (Mtad  (or 
depreciable  purchases  such  as  auto-  money  work  for  you.  will  become  more  aware  of  what  you  artificial  arm.  Fulton  first  met  Pinargote  last  summer  while  on  a  partnership  missi 

mobiles,  furniture,  clothes  . .  better  ,  Financial  success  requires  practic-  are  really  spending.  The  ‘‘plastic  ton-  .to  Ecuador.  Her  church,  Lula  near  Pocahontas,  had  sent  money  to  meet  any  n« 
and,  appreciable  purchases  such  as  ed  discipline.  Developing  discipline  is  tastic"  has  no  mercy.  Remember,  she  saw.  With  it  she  made  the  commitment  to  purchase  the  prosthesis  Ballard  p 
mutual  funds,  a  home,  rental  proper-  the  answer  and  the  following  strategy  credit  cards  cannot  control  your  vided  his  services  free  of  charge  (as  he  has  done  in  the  past)  to  fit  and  train  Pinarg 
ties,  and  other  investments  ...  best,  will  get  you  started  .  painlessly.  financial  life  unless  you  allow  them  to.  to  use  his  new  arm.  Pfnargols’s  employer,  an  architect  In  POrtovts)o.  paid  transpoi 
Charging  perishables  is  the  least  Strategy;  Deduct  a  credit  card  Givens  b  a  financial  planner  in  tion  coats  to  the  Stales.  The  Futons  were  Pinargote’s  boats  in  Jackson  (Photo 
desirable  and  the  most  misused  form  charge  in  your  check  register  as  if  you  Orlando,  Fla.  Shannon  T.  Simpson) 


Ecuadoran  receives  gift  of  new  arm 
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Two  Shelby  churches  reunite  Faces  and  places 


By  Tim  Nicholas  ^  |  f  ...  rij 

shift  downward,  coupled  with  the  John  Hobbs,  deacon  chairman  of 
economics  of  the  area,  got  members  First  Church,  said  people  began  think- 
of  both  churches  to  thinking  about  a  mg  that  they  could  support  one  church 
merger.  better  than  two.  A  merged  church 

could  support,  for  instance,  a  choir, 

The  results  of  that  thinking  —  and  said  members.  Sunday  Schools  in  the 
praying  —  were  evident  Sunday  when  30s  at  First  and  in  the  20s  at  Bellevue 
the  first  meeting  of  the  newly-  would  be  stronger  together, 
constituted  First  Bellevue  Baptist  Charles  Heinsz,  deacon  chair  at  Thank  you  for  Tuesday  night,  Lord,  when  we  went  to  the  church  to  look  at 
Church  of  Shelby  held  its  first  day  of  Bellevue,  said  that  after  informal  our  picture  proofs  —  ones  made  for  the  directory  —  and  the  photographer 
services.  talks  among  members  —  who  all  said,  “She’s  a  good-looking  woman”  —  and  I  knew  he  was  talking  about  mj 

know  each  other  in  the  small  town  —  picture  like  that  because  he  wanted  to  sell  us  a  whole  batch  of  them,  but  still 
.  the  two  churches  elected  committees  I  was  pleased  when  my  husband  said,  “Naturally.” 

Thank  you.  Lord,  for  Friday  night,  and  for  seeing  me  safely  home  through 
meetings  the  the  rain  to  my  own  driveway  once  again.  For  my  husband’s  spurt  of  energy 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Sunday  marked  a  happy  occasion 
as  two  Baptist  churches  in  Shelby 
ceased  operations. 

What  made  this  happy  was  that  the 
two  churches  merged  into  one  new 
one.  In  the  mid-60s  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church  split  off  from  First  Baptist 
Church,  Shelby. 

The  two  churches  co-existed  in  the 
same  delta  town  for  nearly  three 
decades.  But  a  continued  population 


to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a  merger. 

From  the  first  offic: 

first  Sunday  in  January,  everything  that  had  moved  him  to  vacuum  the  house  and'  clean  the  oven,  repair  the 
came  together  within  one  month  for  bathtub  faucet,  and  cook  the  roast  for  supper. 

the  voting.  Thank  you  for  the  wet  towel  on  the  bathroom  floor  and  the  still  unmade 

Danny  Smith  was  the  bivocational  bed.  For  the  noise  of  the  television  going  full  blast,  even  it  was  a  western  movie 
pastor  of  Bellevue,  and  Lucius  You  know  I  hate  all  these,  Lord,  but  keep  reminding  me  that  they  are  bless- 
Marion,  retired  longtime  pastor  at  ings  for  I  remember  how  near  death’s  door  my  husband  hovered  five  years 
Clarksdale  Church,  was  interim  ago,  and  I  remember  that  you  heard  my  cry  and  restored  him  to  me. 
pastor  at  First  Church,  Shelby.  When  Thank  you  for  that  beautiful  mid-January  Saturday  you  gave  us,  Lord,  so 
time  came  to  elect  a  pastor,  Smith,  beautiful  it  almost  fooled  us  into  thinking  it  was  spring  already.  Thank  you 
who  is  an  eligibility  worker  for  the  that  when  I  said,  “Oh,  how  wonderful  to  have  a  free  morning!  Only  thing  miss- 
Department  of  Human  Services  in  ing  is  a  cup  of  coffee  and  the  newspaper  to  read  in  bed,”  that  my  husband 
Rosedale,  was  the  obvious  choice.  immediately  brought  me  those  missing  items. 

And  on  the  merger  vote,  both  con-  Thank  you  that  we  saw  the  ad  in  the  paper  so  we  could  shine  up  our  dream, 

gregations  approved  it  unanimously.  Lord,  while  we  stood  on  the  deck  of  a  two-story  cabin  set  in  ten  acres  of  woods. 
But  even  with  the  merger  agreed  on  a  bluff  above  a  blue  lake.  We  knew  we  couldn’t  afford  it,  but  it  was  fun 
on,  Marion  said  there  were  still  two  for  a  little  while  to  pretend.  We  even  looked  at  mansions  alongside  the  reser- 
big  obstacles:  which  plant  to  utilize  voir,  mansions  that  looked  like  resort  hotels.  Thank  you  for  giving  us  an  inl¬ 
and  what  to  call  the  church.  agination  and  a  sense  of  humor!  Help  us  to  keep  our  priorities  straight.  And 

The  merger  committee  agreed  to  accept  our  gratitude  for  the  joys  of  simple  living, 
allow  Smith  and  Marion  and  one  out-  Thank  you  that  when  we  made  our  marriage  promises  so  long  ago  we  both 

side  consultant  to  make  the  decision  meant  what  we  said  when  we  repeated  that  “for  better  or  worse”  and  that 
on  the  facilities.  They  called  in  Matt  we  have  been  able  to  hang  in  there  through  days  of  gladness,  sadness  —and 
Buckles  of  the  convention  board  staff  macfriftss 

who  handles  church  building  con-  Thank  you.  Lord,  for  the  opportunity  to  say  publicly  to  my  husband  that 
suiting.  Buckles  and  the  two  pastors  I  still  love  him  and  that  I’d  like  him  to  continue  to  be  my  Valentine 
agreed  that  the  facilities  of  First  __  _ 

Church  would  be  the  best  suited  for  VVVVVVVVVV 
the  two  congregations.  ▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ 

Both  churches  were  debt  free,  _  . 

srfv  nMwk  In  he  HivncleH  Mn  onrini IQ  Chaplain  ^hamburger  to  retire, 

missionary  to  Brazil 

B  backgrounds  from  other  countries. 

My  wife  is  excited  about  going,  too; 
she  will  be  teaching  conversational 
English  and  leading  a  women’s  Bible 

S hamburger  went  to  MBMC  in  1963 
as  an  assistant  chaplain  to  Captain  J. 
B.  Parker,  MBMC’s  first  chaplain. 
Four  years  later  when  Chaplain 
Parker  retired.  Chaplain  Shamburger 
became  the  department’s  director. 
During  his  tenure  the  department  has 
grown  to  have  three  full-time 
chaplains  and  four  part-time 

“I  feel  like  MBMC  is  a  second  fami¬ 
ly  to  me,”  Shamburger  commented. 
“The  people  here  have  been  a  part  of 
my  life  for  28  years.  It  really  is  a 
special  place  with  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  minister.  My  wife  has  been 
a  volunteer  at  MBMC  for  many  years 
and  played  the  organ  during  the 
chapel  service  here  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings.  It  has  been  a  large  part  of  her 
Chaplain  Gordon  Shamburger  will  life,  too.” 
have  a  “dream  come  true”  soon  after  Originally  from  Meridian,  Sham- 
Yer  -rj  he  retires  from  28  years  of  service  at  burger  attended  Mississippi  College 

W  yatt  Xlunter,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Prior  to 

n  J  1  That  dream  is  to  be  involved  in  foreign  his  chaplaincy  position,  he  was  in  the 

tormer  McLOmD  missions.  pastorate  in  Mississippi  and 

Chaplain  Shamburger ’s  retirement  Louisiana. 

nflgtnr  nips  date  P®**-  21  His  and  Mrs.  Sham-  He  and  his  wife  Dorothy  Ihlbort 

,  u  burger’s  plans  for  the  future  include  Shamburger  have  a  son  Gaines  and  a 

serving  with  the  International  Service  daughter  Tricia  His  daughter-in-law 
Wyatt  Hunter,  pastor  emeritus  of  Corps  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Vickie  also  works  at  Mississippi  Bap- 
First  Church,  McComb,  died  Feb.  9. :  SBC,  as  missionaries  to  Brasilia,  the  tist  Medical  Center  where  she  is  ac- 
■He  was  pastor  of  the  McComb  con-  capital  of  Brazil,  for  which  they  will  ting  director  of  the  Outpatient 
gregation  for  30  years,  1938-1968.  leave  in  April.  “Some  of  the  things  I  Radiology  Department. 

Hunter  is  survived  by  his  wife,  will  be  doing  in  Brasilia,”  Chaplain^  “I  grew  up  in  a  Christian  home  with 
Eloise,  son  Raymond  of  Gulfport ;  and  Shamburger  commented,  “will  be  my  mother  and  grandmother  active 
daughters  Rachel  Moore,  of  Waco,  pastoring  the  International  Baptist  in  WMU,”  said  Chaplain  Shamburger. 
Texas,  and  Faith  Wainwright  of  Church,  working  with  the  diplomats  “Missions  has  always  had  a  warm 
Houston,  Texas.  and  their  families,  educators  and  their  place  in  my  heart.  We’ve  been  think 

Hunter  was  a  native  of  families,  business  people  and  their  ing  and  praying  about  this  for  several 


ail  who  will  to  pray  for  rain.  Near  southeast  Zimbabwe  Another  68  peo- 
Beitbridge  in  the  rural  area  of  pie  accepted  Christ  and  are  going 
southern  Zimbabwe  there  has  been  no  through  new  church  member  train- 
rain  during  the  usual  rainy  season  Ing.  Among  that  p-oup  are  two  former 
from  November  through  January,  witch  doctors  who  threw  away  all  of 
This  is  the  driest  season  there  in  their  magic  paraphernalia  including 
recorded  history.  alligator  teeth,  and  tod  what  the  Lord 

“It  has  been  so  dry  that  no  crops  had  done  for  them. 


However,  the  name  problem  was 
solved  by  using  both  names  in  the  new 
one,  and  for  the  moment  all  commit¬ 
tees  and  classes  have  been  joined 
together.  Shortly,  the  new  church  — 
which,  in  addition  to  all  the  charter 
members  —  will  develop  a  new  con¬ 
stitution,  bylaws,  ana  vote  new 
committees. 

At  the  first  service  of  the  “new” 
church,  after  the  congregation 
dedicated  it  to  the  Lord,  and  before 
Lucius  Marion  preached  on  the  mak¬ 
ings  of  a  true  Christian  church, 
Bolivar  Director  of  Missions  Odis 
Henderson  commended  the  congrega¬ 
tion  both  for  its  vision  of  a  united  Bap¬ 
tist  ministry  in  Shelty,  and  for 
demonstrating  Christian  integrity  “in 
reconciliaiton  —  the  very  heartbeat  of 
the  Lord.” 

Says  Pastor  Smith,  “Everybody 
knew  what  we  were  suposed  to  do,  it 
was  just  a  matter  of  overcoming 
legitimate  emotional  attachments.” 
He  adds,  “The  Lord  just  put  it  in 
everybody’s  heart.” 


The  Student  Support  Services  Pro¬ 
gram  at  William  Carey  College  has 
received  continuation  funding  for  the 
1991-92  fiscal  year  in  the  amount  of 
$131,000.  The  program  is  funded  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education 
through  a  competitive  application 
every  three  years ;  Carey  has  receiv¬ 
ed  continuous  funding  since  1974. 

The  Student  Support  Services 
Department  provides  services  design¬ 
ed  to  aid  identified -students  to  com¬ 
plete  a  post-secondary  degree.  As 
academic  success  is  the  prime 
measure  of  post-secondary  success, 
the  ident  Support  Services  Pro¬ 
gram.  provides  a  system  utilizing 
counseling  and  academic  strategies 


which  have  proved  successful  with  the 
student  population  served  and  in 
overall  student  retention.  The  student 
population  served  is  primarily 
’students  who  are  first  generation  col¬ 
lege  students,  those  from  disadvan¬ 
taged  backgrounds,  and  students  who 
are  handicapped.  Hie  assistance  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Student  Support  Services 
Program  has  become  an  integral  part 
of  the  Hattiesburg  campus  as  the 
retention  and  graduation  of  many 
students  depend  upon  the  supportive 
structure  that  the  department  is 
known  to  deliver. 

Brenda  Waldrip  is  the  program 
director.  The  program  serves  160 
students. 


Shamburger 


These  bills  need  attention' 
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Southwestern  student  knows 
God  stops  robbers’  bullets 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  -  In 
one  motion,  the  robber  shaved  a  hand¬ 
gun  to  the  back  of  Scott  Crenshaw’s 
head  and  fired  twice  A  third  shot,  this 
one  to  Crenshaw’s  back,  came 
seconds  later. 

It  was  just  what  Crenshaw  asked 
for. 

“I  told  them  I  was  a  Christian  and 
if  I  were  to  die,  I  would  go  straight  to 
heaven,”  the  28-year-old  student  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  said.  “I  just  kept  looking  at 
them.  I  looked  at  them  straight  in  the 
eye  and  said,  ‘You’ll  have  to  shoot  me 
in  the  back.’  ” 

That’s  when  Crenshaw  turned  his 
back  on  the  two  robbers  and  one  of  the 
men  fired  the  gun.  “All  of  a  sudden  I 
felt  this  unreal  peace  that  told  me  I 
was  not  going  to  die,”  he  said. 

The  next  thing  he  remembers  is  the 
crack  of  the  pistol.  Grabbing  the  back 
of  his  head  as  he  fell  forward,  Cren¬ 
shaw  was  confused.  He  wasn’t  dead. 

“I  figured  if  they  were  going  to  kill 
me  I  wouldn’t  even  hear  the  gun  go  off. 

I  would  just  see  Jesus,”  he  said. 


By  Scott  CoHias 

“But  they  shot  me  in  the  back  of  the 
head  and  I  knew  I  wasn’t  dead.  There 
was  blood  on  my  head  but  I  only  felt 
two  huge  bumps.” 

Those  bumps  were  the  extent  of 
Crenshaw’s  injuries.  The  gun  was 
loaded  with  blanks. 

The  robbers  sped  away  in  Cren¬ 
shaw’s  car,  leaving  him  on  tbestreet. 
Crenshaw  ran  to  a  nearby  house  and 
banged  on  the  door.  Inside,  two  other 
seminary  students  were  studying  for 
a  test.  They  let  Crenshaw  in  to  call 
Port  Worth  police 

“I  went  outside  to  wait  for  the  police 
and  I  was  not  angry,  mad,  or  bitter,” 
Crenshaw  said.  “I  can  honestly  say 
there  was  an  incredible  peace  that 
came  over  me  and  I  actually  started 
praying  for  their  (robbers’)  salvation. 

I  actually  started  crying  for  their 
salvation,  that  God  would  use  what  I 
said  to  them  to  minister  to  them.” 

It  was  that  opportunity  for  personal 
evangelism  that  led  Crenshaw  to  give 
the  two  men  a  ride  from  the  conven¬ 
ience  store  where  he  met  them. 

'  He  had  gone  to  the  store  to  buy  ice 


cream  for  his  wife,  who  is  pregnant 
with  the  couple’s  third  child. 

While  in  the  store  Crenshaw  notic¬ 
ed  the  two  men  he  described  as 
“clean-cut.”  When  they  asked  for  a 
ride,  Crenshaw  saw  an  opportunity  to 
share  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

After  driving  about  three  miles  they 
asked  Crenshaw  to  pull  over  so  they 
could  get  out.  That’s  when  the  men 
“flung  open  the  car  doors  and  one  of 
the  guys  got  right  in  my  face  with  a 
revolver.” 

When  the  robbers  demanded  his 
money  Crenshaw  laughed  and  told 
them  he  was  a  seminary  student  and 
had  no  money.  They  ordered  him  to  lie 
face  down  on  the  car  seat  and  the  next 
thing  Crenshaw  remembers  is  the 
sound  of  the  gun. 

While  Crenshaw  admits  he  has  mix¬ 
ed  emotions  about  his  brush  with 
death,  one  emotion  remains. 
“Anytime  I  think  about  the  incident, 

I  start  praying  for  those  guys.” 

Collins  writes  for  Southwestern 
Seminary. 


How  God  can  change  a  wallflower 


Many  times  we  use  the  excuse,  “I 
can’t  do  that.”  Always  perfectly  hap¬ 
py  to  be  a  wallflower,  I  marred  an  out¬ 
going  man,  so  we  made  a  good  couple. 
Three  years  ago,  the  Baptist  Women 
and  Baptist  Young  Women  of  our 
church,  Auburn  Church  in  Lee  Coun¬ 
ty,  began  a  ministry  in  the  intensive 
care  waiting  room  of  our  local 
hospital.  As  WMU  director,  I  felt  I  had 
to  set  a  good  example  and  sign  up  to 
help. 

I  prayed  that  God  would  help  me  be 
able  to  carry  out  this  ministry. 
Though  I  never  expressed  to  anyone 
in  the  church  how  this  horrified  me, 
talking  with  perfect  strangers 
frightened  me.  I  prayed  more  and 
more.  I  knew  that  this  ministry  was 
needed  as  our  family  had  spent  many 
days  and  nights  in  the  intensive  care 
unit. 

Still  I  found  every  excuse  not  to  go 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  my  week  and 
Wednesday  evening,  I  asked  my  hus¬ 
band  if  he  would  go  with  me  I  thought 
this  might  be  God’s  way  of  answering 
my  prayer.  After  prayer  meeting,  we 
picked  up  some  snacks  and  went  to 
the  hospital.  The  church  had  provid¬ 
ed  money  for  snacks  which  the  BYW 
and  BW  would  deliver  to  intensive 
care  on  our  visits.  My  son  even 
volunteered  to  go,  so  I  thought,  “I  have 
my  support  group  with  me”  I  still 
prayed  that  God  would  give  me  the 
courage  to  visit  with  these  families. 

I  went  to  meet  the  families  and  ex¬ 
plain  our  ministry.  Guess  what!  I 
didn’t  need  that  support  group.  God 
had  answered  those  prayers,  but  in  his 


By  Jannie  Brown 

time.  He  knew  that  I  wouldn’t  need 
that  extra  courage  until  I  was  with 
those  families  and  that’s  when  he 
showed  me  that  I  could  face  those 
familes  and  share  with  them. 

Of  the  families,  we  spent  more  time 
with  one,  the  Thompsons,  than  the 
others.  She  was  from  out  of  town  and 
her  husband  had  suffered  a  heart  at¬ 
tack;  the  doctors  still  didn’t  think  he 
would  make  it.  I  kept  in  touch  with 
this  woman  and  her  family  during 
their  stay  there  After  the  husband 
was  discharged  later,  we  still  kept  in 
touch  by  phone  or  mail.  Neither  of  us 
could  then  understand  why  it  was  im¬ 
portant  that  we  keep  that  contact. 

A  month  or  so  later,  she  called  and 
said  she  just  had  to  talk.  We  cried  over 
the  phone  Her  husband  was  slowly 
dying;  he  was  losing  weight  and 
becoming  unresponsive  Next  day,  a 
Sunday,  Allen,  my  husband,  and  I 
drove  to  Eupora  after  church  to  visit 
with  them.  I  knew  she  needed  to  talk 
to  someone  in  person. 

Mr.  Thompson  and  Allen  became 
friends  and  talked  from  the  time  we 
arrived  until  we  left.  Mr.  Thompson 
even  came  to  the  table  and  ate.  This 
was  something  new.  Mrs.  Thompson 
was  elated  that  someone  had  been 
able  to  bring  him  out  of  his  unrespon¬ 
siveness,  even  for  a  little  while 

Later  Mrs.  Thompson  called  to  say 
they  had  been  transferred  to  the 
hospital  in  Tupelo,  to  the  cancer  floor. 
I  checked  on  them  immediately,  and 
in  following  days,  I  saw  him  go  down 
more  each  day.  One  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  she  asked  if  I  could  come  stay 


with  her,  as  he  was  getting  worse  by 
the  hour.  I  stayed  until  her  family  ar¬ 
rived.  Late  that  afternoon,  I  called 
and  all  of  her  family  had  left  except 
her  12-year-old  daughter.  She  said  her 
husband’s  fever  was  103  and  his  blood 
pressure  was  dropping. 

Allen  and  I  went  back  to  the 
hospital,  prepared  to  stay  as  long  as 
necessary.  The  doctor  had  told  them 
he  probably  would  not  live  through  the 
night. 

About  10:30,  some  of  the  family 
returned,  but  something  told  me  I 
didn’t  need  to  leave  yet.  About  12:30, 
Mr.  Thompson  died.  I  knew  then  why 
it  was  important  that  I  stay.  I  was 
needed  to  make  telephone  calls  to 
family  and  friends  back  in  Eupora. 
This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
witnessed  a  person’s  death. 

Since  Mr.  Thompson’s  death,  God 
has  allowed  me  to  minister  to  some 
friends  of  ours  whose  parents  also  had 
cancer.  If  you  had  told  me  three  years 
ago  that  I  would  be  able  to  meet 
strangers  and  minister  to  them  in  this 
way,  I  would  have  said  you  don’t  know 
what  you’re  talking  about. 

I  never  use  the  excuse  anymore,  for 
God  has  shewn  me  I  can’t,  but  with  his 
help  all  things  are  possible  With  God, 
even  wallflowers  can  be  used  to 
minister  if  we’ll  allow  him  to  work 
through  us.  I  still  have  to  ask  for 
courage  and  strength  when  my  week 
comes  around,  but  he’s  never  failed  to 
give  it  to  me  and  show  me  how  he  can 
use  experiences  in  my  life  to  help 
those  who  are  there  This  wallflower 
now  can  meet  strangers  and  even 
carry  on  a  conversation. 


RECOVERED  —  Scott  Crenshaw  has 
recovered  from  his  encounter  with  the  two 
robbers.  He  has  also  recovered  his  stolen 
car.  (Photo  by  Morris  Abernathy,  SWBTS 
photographer) 


Stamps  reports 
spiritual  awakening 
among  Miskito  Baptists 

By  Guy  Henderson 
Evangelism  is  never  complete  un¬ 
til  the  evangelized  become 
evangelists,  and  mission  work  is  not 
complete  until  the  new  converts  see 
the  need  of  sending  out  missionaries. 

Stanley  D.  Stamps  in  Honduras 
writes  that  the  92  churches  and  105 
mission  congregations  voted  for  a 
secretary  of  missions  and  to 
strengthen  the  ethnic  missions 
ministry  in  this  Central  American 
country. 

The  plan  is  to  aid  Honduran  Bap¬ 
tists  in  discovering  their  mission  and 
purpose  and  develop  mission 
strategies  and  methods  in  church 
planting.  Another  objective  is  for  the 
convention  to  become  self-supporting 
in  eight  years.  They  are  already  plan 
ning  for  the  first  missionary  couple  to 
go  to  an  area  in  Honduras  where  no 
Baptist  work  exists. 

The  largest  ethnic  minority  in  Hon¬ 
duras  is  among  the  Miskito  Indians 
along  die  Mosquito  Coast  in  Honduras 
and  Nicaragua.  Mission  teams  from 
Mississippi  have  frequently  worked  in 
this  area.  There  are  now  41  Baptist 
congregations  in  this  easternmost 
state. 

According  to  Stamps,  there  is 
spiritual  awakening  among  the 
Miskito  Baptists  and  the  people  along 
the  Caribbean  coast.  Stamps  also  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  for  Mississippi 
mission  teams  who  have  worked  there 
at  one  time  or  another  during  the  past 
25  years. 


New  Age:  “serious  .  .  .  errors' 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  New  Age 
movements  are  among  the  “most 
serious  theological  errors  Christianity 
has  ever  faced,”  claims  an  interfaith 
witness  specialist. 

The  problem  is  compounded  as 
most  Southern  Baptists  ‘don’t  want  to 
bother  with  something  if  they  don’t 
agree  with  it,”  says  Maurice  Smith, 
associate  director  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  inter¬ 
faith  witness  department.  “That  at¬ 
titude  is  going  to  kill  us.” 

Various  New  Age  movements  have 
been  in  the  United  States  since  the 
1960s,  Smith  said,  but  it  was  1984 
before  an  article  appeared  in  a 
Southern  Baptist  publication  about 
the  belief  system. 

“New  Age”  is  an  informal  name  for 
a  variety  of  groups.  Smith  says. 

New  Age  adherents  have  no  written 
statement  of  faith,  though  their  beliefs 
are  closely  tied  to  Eastern  religions 
such  as  Hinduism  and  Buddhism. 

Smith  describes  New  Age  as  an 
“alternative  world  view."  One  of  its 
characteristics  is  the  belief  that  ‘dll 
is  one”  —  everything  from  people  to 
water  to  energy  are  a  unitary  whole 

That  belief  leads  to  the  next  com¬ 
mon  New  Age  view  that  everything, 
including  each  individual,  is  god. 


“If  I  had  to  put  my  finger  on  one 
reason  New  Age  is  popular,  it  is  the 
belief  that  you  are  god,”  Smith  says. 
When  a  person  believes  he  is  god,  he 
can  determine  what  is  right  and 
wrong. 

“If  you  can  ritualize  your  lusts,  you 
have  the  ultimate  religion,”  Smith 
says.  “New  Age  is  the  ultimate  do-it- 
yourself  religious  system.” 

People  involved  in  New  Age 
movements  are  likely  to  be  interested 
in  Christianity  because  they  believe 
all  religions  are  true.  The  diversity  of 
religions  is  explained  as  people  tak¬ 
ing  different  paths  to  find  the  god 
within  themselves. 

Yet  New  Age  adherents  reject 
religious  claims  that  are  exclusive. 

For  example,  they  deny  that  Jesus 
is  the  only  way  to  salvation  and  the  Bi¬ 
ble  is  authoritative  Scripture 

The  January  1993  Disdpleship  Ttain- 
ing  material  produced  by  the  Sunday 
School  Board  will  include  a  study  of 
New  Age  movements.  Smith  says. 
Southern  Baptists  wanting  more  in¬ 
formation  on  New  Age  movements 
can  contact  Smith  or  the  interfaith 
witness  coordinator  in  their  state  con¬ 
vention  office. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


Missionary  prayer  lists  ask  for  protection,  penetrating,  perseverance 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Since  the 
advent  of  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
missions,  countless  Southern  Baptists 
have  received  specific  prayer  re¬ 
quests  directly  from  missionaries. 

“PrayerGram,”  monthly  newsletter 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  is  made 
up  almost  entirely  of  such  requests  as 
submitted  through  a  mission  prayer 


chairman.  Missionary  newsletters 
also  curry  prayer  requests  from  the 
field  to  Southern  Baptists.  Indeed, 
these  newsletters  provide  much  of  the 
material  that  appears  in  the  “Support 
with  prayer”  and  the  “Epistles”  sec¬ 
tions  that  regularly  appear  in  Hie 
Commission,  the  board’s  monthly 
journal. 

Missionary  Roger  Hesch,  as  an  ex¬ 


ample,  recently  wrote  in  a  newsletter: 
“As  we  return  to  Uganda,  you  can  help 
us  through  prayer. 

“The  following  alliteration  might 
help  you  to  better  know  how  to  pray 
for  us: 

—  “Protection  . . .  from  illnesses 
such  as  malaria,  cholera,  amoebic 
stomach  attacks,  etc. ;  from  road  ac¬ 
cidents,  violence,  and  robberies;  and 


from  frustrations  and  discourage¬ 
ments 

—  “Penetration  ...  as  we  work  to 
see  the  church  started  in  new  areas, 
as  we  seek  to  see  the  gospel  preach¬ 
ed  among  the  lost,  as  we  walk  with 
new  believers  and  church  leaders  in 
their  growth  in  Christ. 

—  “Perseverance  . . .  that  our  love, 
joy,  peace,  patience,  etc.,  would  be 


‘tough’  and  enduring,  that  our  at¬ 
titudes  would  stay  positive,  that  we 
would  always  be  able  to  laugh  at 
ourselves  and  with  our  friends. 

“Now,  by  all  means,  allow  God  to  ex¬ 
pand  your  prayers  for  us  beyond  these 
areas,  but  use  these  things  as  a  guide 
if  you  don’t  know  how  to  pray  for  us 
on  any  given  day.” 


You  don’t  work  alone . .  .we’re  right  alongside  you . . .  and  lo.  He  is  with  us  always. 


when  you  thinfiof  'Boaz... 
what  comes  to  mind? 


This  Issue  of  alongside  is  a  Supplement 
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Marjean  Patterson 
executive  director - 
treasurer 
Mississippi  WMU 

Teems  as  if  it  were  only  yesterday 
cJ  when  I  heard  the  soft  voice  of  Mrs. 
Murrell,  my  high  school  business 
teacher,  reminding  us  of  the  names 
and  positions  of  the  home  keys  on  our 
typewriters.  It’s  always  been  hard  for 
me  to  believe  that  there  are  people  in 
America  who  actually  cannot  type! 
Guess  that’s  because  typing  has  be¬ 
come  such  a  great  part  or  my  everyday 
life. 

Imagine  my  great  frustration  a 
few  years  ago  when  I  went  to  ask  per¬ 
mission  to  purchase  a  new  typewriter, 
simply  because  my  old  one  was  ready 
for  the  junk  pile.  He  reluctantly  ap¬ 
proved  my  request,  saying  in  a  very 
positive  tone  of  voice,  “Maijean,  now 
you  do  know,  don’t  you,  that  the  type¬ 
writer  is  on  its  way  out?"  I  said  “Yes" 
in  order  to  get  my  new  typewriter  but  I 
couldn’t  actually  believe  what  he  had 
said. 

During  recent  months  I  have  be¬ 
come  the  proud  owner  of  a  computer 
complete  with  a  monitor  with  a  colored 
screen  and  a  printer.  My  old  typewrit¬ 
er  at  home  has  been  thrown  away  and 
I’m  in  the  process  of  really  making  an 
effort  to  become  familiar  with  this 
wonderful  piece  of  equipment.  When  I 
discovered  where  Word  Processing  is 
located  in  my  computer.  I  very  tenta¬ 
tively  began  to  put  some  words  in  the 
machine,  which  instantaneously  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  monitor.  Not  having 
anything  in  particular  to  write,  I  com¬ 
posed  a  little  story  and,  when  complet¬ 
ed,  I  punched  the  button  which  would 
activate  the  printer  and  -  Shazam, 
there' came  my  little  story  out  of  the 
“mouth"  of  that  printer. 

Now  I’ve  also  found  that  there  are 
so  many  other  wonderful  features  to 
this  computer  -  why,  I  can  make 
graphs  and  charts  and  pictures  and 
on  and  on!  What  an  age  in  which  to 
be  alive! 

»  As  I  use  the  FAX  machine  at  the 
Baptist  Building  and  the  computer  at 
the  office  and  my  own  at  home,  I  find 
myself  sort  of  wishing  that  I  might  be 
eighteen  years  old  again,  just  starting 
out  in  a  Job  or  in  college.  I  reflect  over 
all  the  changes  which  have  transpired 
during  my  lifetime  and  my  head  spins. 
It’s  unbelievable. 

Change  is  a  desirable,  necessary 
and  inevitable  part  of  life,  isn’t  it? 
Change  is  very  much  a  part  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Union.  ROYAL 
SERVICE,  our  flagship  magazine,  is 
going  to  take  on  a  new  look  in  a  few 
months;  exciting  advertisements  urg¬ 
ing  women  to  participate  in  BYW  or 
Baptist  Women  will  be  coming  out  in 
some  of  our  secular  magazines  this 
spring;  new  and  different  efforts  are 
being  made  to  tell  the  great  story  of 
missions  throughout  tne  land;  and 
much  thought  and  prayer  are  being 

continued  inside 


Thursday 
February  13, 1992 


to  the  BABSTST  RECORD,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


dinner  zmll  he  served . . . 
at  annual  meeting  _ 


Kyle  and  Susan  Matthews 


ri  mong  the  unusual  features  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
s\.  of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  will  be 
Monday  night  dinner.  It  will  be  prepared  and  served 
by  the  Disaster  Relief  Van  crew. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  is  host  church 
March  16  and  17,  beginning  at  2  p.m.  Monday  and 
ending  at  3:30  p.m.  Tuesday. 

The  theme  is  the  year’s  emphasis  for  WMU, 
Called  and  Accountable.  Monday  afternoon  home 
missions  will  be  emphasized;  Monday  evening  will 
feature  state  missions;  Tuesday  morning  will  spot¬ 
light  family  missions;  Tuesday  afternoon  will  accent 
foreign  missions. 

Musicians  will  be  Mary  Simmons  of  New 
Orleans,  former  missionary,  and  Melinda  and  Russell 
Kyzar,  missionaries  in  Costa  Rica. 

Members  of  Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowship  will  go  to  the  Van  to  receive 
their  food  and  gather  in  Rohm  102-A 
in  the  Old  Fellowship  Hall  to  eat  to¬ 
gether  and  to  hear  missionary  nurse 
Myrtice  Owens.  Prospective  members 
of  BNF  are  invited  to  this  event. 


Myrtice  Owens 

i  j  '!  _»>  ;  >  '  ‘ >  »»|v 

coed  youth  missions 
convention 

nsyle  and  Susan 
Matthews  will  be 
musicians,  vocal  and 
instrumental,  at  the 
Coed  Youth  Missions 
Convention  at 

Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton.  April  10-11. 
beginning  Friday  night 
at  7:00  p.m.  and  clos¬ 
ing  Saturday  at  3:30 
p.m.  Kyle’s  musical 
training  includes  classical  and  jazz  piano,  voice  and 
composition,  and  his  experiences  range  from  recitals  to 
musical  theater  and  coffeehouse  concerts.  He  served 
three  summers  in  the  Centrifuge  Youth  Camp  program. 
He  has  published  music,  albums,  and  a  musical,  “Show 
Me  the  Road,"  which  has  been  performed  recently  in 
Atlanta. 

Susan  is  a  music  therapist  with  training  in  both  pi¬ 
ano  and  vocal  performance,  and  her  experiences  range 
from  folk  ensembles  to  opera  workshops.  A  special  in¬ 
terest  in  her  work  with  adolescents  is  heightening  the 
awareness  of  possible  associations  between  the  use  of 
music  and  emotional  problems  or  chemical  dependency 
as  part  of  mental  health. 

Susan  and  Kyle  were  married  in  April,  1990.  They 
presently  travel  the  country  performing  at  universities, 
conferences  and  youth  events. 


flj/hen  most 
women 
think  of  Boaz, 
it’s  followed  by 
Alabama,  and 
by  visions  of 
blocks  and 
blocks  of  out- 

— - let  stores,  and 

_ C.!r)ly^1!ltCTcD^  trunks  full  of 
purchases,  and 
minds  full  of  explanations  for 
husbands  on  arrival  at  home. 

Now,  though,  WMU  folks 
are  thinking  of  something  else 
good  that  has  come  out  of 
Boaz,  Alabama — Carolyn  Miller, 
elected  national  WMU  presi¬ 
dent  last  June.  Carolyn  now 
lives  in  Huntsville.  For  Carolyn 
this  has  been  simply  another 
busy  year  in  WMU  and  other 
mission  activities;  what  makes 
this  one  different  is  the  level  of 
her  service.  She  has  come  up 
through  the  ranks  of  WMU  ser¬ 
vice.  Ailing  offices  on  church, 
associational,  and  state  levels. 
Now  her  leadership  is  on  the 
national  level.  Her  husband, 
Jerry,  is  very  pleased  with  this 
opportunity  for  her  and  is  very 
supportive. 

Just  for  fun,  alongside 
called  and  talked  to  Carolyn. 
She  answered  her  phone  quick¬ 
ly  and  cheerily.  I  told  her  I  was 
writing  an  article  about  her  - 
for  Mississippi  WMU  and  that  I 
had  all  the  things  like  her 
growing  up  in  Alabama,  being  a 
graduate  of  Auburn,  being  the 
mother  of  three  grown  children, 
being  Melanie's  grandmother, 
her  WMU  work  record  (volun¬ 
teer,  that  is),  and  about  her  sis¬ 
ter.  Gwen  Reece,  who  has  32 
years  of  missionary  service  in 
Nigeria.  Now,  we  wanted  a  few 


personal  details,  like  your  fa¬ 
vorite  color. 

Carolyn :  Red  (most  enthusiasti¬ 
cally!) 

alongside:  Favorite  snack  food? 

Carolyn:  Pretzels.  I  love  pret¬ 
zels.  (Writer’s  note:  Now  we 
know  we’ll  have  to  have  pret¬ 
zels  instead  of  fruit  in  Carolyn’s 
room  when  she  comes  to  our 
Annual  Meeting,  March  16-17, 
at  First  Baptist,  Clinton.) 
alongside:  Hobbies? 

Carolyn:  Gardening,  reading, 
travel. 

alongside:  If  you  had  a  whole 
day  to  do  anything  you  wanted 
to,  what  would  it  be? 

Carolyn:  Oh,  I  expect  I  would 
get  in  the  car  and  go  antiquing. 
That’s  one  of  my  favorite  things 
to  do. 

alongside:  Any  special  an¬ 
tiques? 

Carolyn:  Small  items.  Nothing 
big.  I  don’t  furnish  my  house 
with  antiques.  I  just  love  going 
and  looking  even  if  I  don’t  buy 
anything.  Just  little  things  - 
maybe  junk  would  be  a  better 
word. 

alongside:  Going  junquing  in¬ 
stead  of  antiquing,  maybe? 
Any  special  word  for 
Mississippi  WMU? 

Carolyn:  Tell  them  I’m  looking 
forward  to  seeing  them  in 
March  and  to  helping  them 
whet  their  appetites  as  they 
hear  missionaries.  I  hope  they 
will  be  Inspired  to  help  the* 
ladies  back  home  feel  inspired 
toward  bigger  and  better  things 
in  the  future. 


‘Ldurina  9(pBinscm  Special  (Day  Offering 


1992  Allocations 

Scholarships: 

Seminaries 

Overseas 

MS  Missionary  Appointees 
MK  Christmas  Love  Gifts 
Aged  Ministers/Widows 
WMU  New  Work  Areas: 

National  WMU  Headquarters,  USSR 
Women’s  Work,  Zimbabwe 
Nevada 

Montana  Fellowship 
Dakotas  Fellowship 
Colorado 
Illinois 

MS  Seamen’s  Centers  (3) 

Pascagoula  (2) 

Gulfport 

Professional  Staff  Training 
Camp  Garay  wa 
Area  Work 

Promotional  Materials 
TOTAL 


$6,000 

1,500 

5,000 

3.000 

4,000 


1,800 

900 

.1,000 

15,000 

12,800 

7.000 

$65,000 


when  have  we  gone? 


When  membership  declines  three  years  In  a  row  after  four  years  of  Increase,  we  need  to  look 
around.  What’s  happening? 


is  it  reporting? 

Here  in  my  temporary  office  where  I  am  helping  Maijean  in  the  transition  since  Betty  Smith's 
retirement  (and  loving  it,  by  the  way  - 1  have  missed  y'all!)  one  of  the  things  we’re  concerned  about  is 
how  true  the  picture  is. 

Our  lone  source  of  official  statistics  is  the  annual  church  letter  to  the  association.  We  can’t  use 
any  other  source.  Your  church’s  part  in  statistical  Baptist  history  is  made  from  this  letter  when  the 
business  office  in  the  Baptist  Building  sends  your  letter  to  Nashville  where  it  is  entered  into  SBC 
data,  the  official  source  of  SBC  statistics.  And,  that’s  where  Mississippi  WMU  learns  we  have  de¬ 
clined  three  years  in  a  row. 

So,  our  first  thought  (and  maybe  a  hope!)  is  that  reporting  through  that  church  letter  may  be 
inconsistent,  and  we  urge  you  to  keep  good  WMU  records  through  the  year  and  report  them  accu¬ 
rately  in  the  fall.  That  urging  brings  up  another  thought.  Is  the  WMU  reporting  system  In  place  in 
your  organizations?  If  you  need  to  develop  a  better  reporting  system  than  we  have,  go  to  it!  And  let 
us  know  about  it.  We  might  tell  Birmingham  about  it.  The  important  thing  is  that  you  give  us  on 
the  1992  church  letter  an  accurate  report,  not  an  estimate  or  a  guesstimate,  but  a  true  picture  of 
your  WMU.  Maybe  the  whole  picture  is  better  than  the  church  letters  are  showing. 


or,  are  there  other  things? 

Have  some  of  us  really  left?  For  instance,  1  know  one  large  city  church  where  Acteens  could  not 
be  scheduled  into  the  Wednesday  activities  as  GA  is,  so  the  girls  who  promoted  to  Acteens  are  lost, 
as  was  an  Acteens  organization. 

We’d  like  to  hear  from  you.  Maybe  we  can  help.  If  we  can’t  help  your  enrollment,  maybe  we  can 
help  your  feelings  by  letting  you  know  we  care.  . 


hut  on  the  other  hand, 

We  had  15  churches  reporting  with  Standard  WMU  and  76  churches  reporting  with 
Distinguished  WMU.  We  had  10  associations  reporting  with  Standard  WMU  and  18  associations  re¬ 
porting  with  Distinguished  WMU.  Not  too  bad... 

Those  numbers  are  delightful  when  you  look  at  the  WMU  Achievement  Guide  and  see  all  the 
work  involved  in  being  Standard  and  the  additional  work  to  be  Distinguished.  The  numbers  show 
how  much  excellent  work  is  being  done  in  WMU.  We’re  tickled  with  that. 

Would  many  of  you  agree  with  me  that  a  large  part  of  meeting  Standard  or  Distinguished  lies  in 
using  the  Achievement  Guide  as  a  plan  of  work  and  in  checking  progress  on  it  at  every  council  meet¬ 
ing  on  every  level?  1  asked  some  of  you  at  a  recent  meeting  to  tell  me  how  you  used  the  Achievement 
Guide  and  wlrapyou  felt  had  helped  you  to  reach  recognition  level.  You  said  that  you  use  the 
Achievement  .Guide  to  plan  your  work,  that  each  officer  knows  which  points  are  her  responsibility, 
that  you  checked  on  the  Guide  at  every  council  meeting,  and  that  you  could  see  immediately  what 
you  lacked  and  where  you  needed  improvement.  This  should  be  helpful  to  every  one  of  you  who  may 
feel  discouraged.  If  you  haven’t  tried  this  strategy,  it  would  surely  be  worth  a  try. 

The  bottom  line  is.  as  usual,  the  return  on  your  investment.  In  missions  education  through 
WMU,  the  return  manifests  itself  in  the  lives  of  preschoolers,  girls  and  women.  That’s  hard  to  mea¬ 
sure;  however,  since  the  denomination  gave  the  task  of  missions  education  to  Brotherhood  and 
WMU,  well  do  our  best.  Thank  you  for  your  part.  Stay  with  it,  do  it  well,  and  enjoy  it.  Some  of 
those  ladies  in  Frostproof,  Florida  lived  long  enough  to  see  the  return  of  their  investment  in  Carolyn 
Weatherford  Crumpler.  Some  of  those  ladies  in  Northside  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta  lived  long 
enough  to  see  the  return  on  their  investment  in  Maijean  Patterson.  Some  of  the  ladies  where  you 
grew  through  WMU  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  the  return  on  their  investment  in  your  life. 
Chances  are,  you’ll  live  -  if  you  haven’t  already  -  long  enough  to  see  the  return  on  your  investment.  I 
have,  and  it’s  fun.  It  was  fun  through  the  years,  to  express  to  ladies  who  Invested  in  me,  an  appreci¬ 
ation  for  their  investment,  through  much  of  which  I  giggled  and  wiggled,  and  they  could  have  thrown 
up  their  hands  and  quit.  I’m  glad  they  didn’t,  and  I  won’t  either. 


we  asked  Dr.  Causey  to  unite 


Wilda  Fancher 


_  Those  of  us  who  wear 
glasses  have  discovered  that 
from  time  to  time  the  prescrip¬ 
tion  needs  changing.  The 
longer  it  has  been  since  the  last 
eye  exam,  the  more  likely  it  is 
that  the  patient  needs  new 
glasses.  This  is  not  because 
the  objects  around  us  have 
changed,  but  because  of  some 
change  within  ourselves. 

The  lesson  may  also  apply 
to  our  own  understanding  of 
the  will  of  God.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  religious  movements  are 
sharply  directed  to  accomplish 
a  single  purpose.  With  the 
passing  of  time  there  are  other 
purposes  that  begin  to  crowd  in 
upon  the  major  one.  The  time 
comes  for  a  new  examination. 
The  new  examination  reveals 
the  same  as  the  old:  our  need 
to  focus  on  missions.  The  com¬ 
mitment  which  Baptists  have  to 
missions  is  basic  to  why  we  be¬ 
gan  to  cooperate  with  each  oth¬ 
er  to  form  associations,  state 
conventions,  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 


We  should  concern  our¬ 
selves  with  this  focus. 
Refocusing  can  eliminate  the 
fuzziness  and  sharpen  our  abil¬ 
ity  to  see  our  objective.  Did 
Jesus  really  say  "go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  make  disci¬ 
ples..."?  Did  He  really  say 
“even  as  the  Father  hath  sent 
me,  so  send  I  you"?  Did  He  re¬ 
ally  say  we  ought  to  be  His  wit¬ 
nesses?  If  these  things  were 
basic  to  the  teachings  of  our 
Lord  and  we  are  truly  commit¬ 
ted  to  him.  then  a  clear  focus 
will  burden  us  to  follow  these 
commands. 

Once  we  have  seen  again 
the  goal  of  His  commands,  an 
appropriate  response  calls  for  a 
rededication  of  our  lives.  We 
i  must  return  to  the  Lord  once . 
again  to  reaffirm  our  own  com¬ 
mitment  to  his  command  and 
In  doing  so  we  find  fulfillment 
and  meaning  for  our  lives.  This 
begins,  of  course,  with  a  reded - 
icatlon  to  the  Lord  Himself.  .  . 
not  merely  some  command. 
Out  of  this  comes  a  new  will¬ 


ingness  to  set  our  hearts  upon 
that  which  was  the  intention  of 
His  own  heart.  Once  we  be¬ 
come  obedient  to  His  command 
and  our  hearts  are  rededicated 
to  His  purpose,  we  become 
channels  of  God’s  love.  We 
cannot  pool  His  love  for  our 
own  benefit.  That  becomes  self 
seeking  instead  of  Christ's  kind 
of  love.  Christ’s  kind  of  love 
causes  us  to  become  channels 
and  not  reservoirs.  That  love 
flowing  through  us  must  find 
others  who  do  not  know  of  that 
love  and  make  certain,  before 
their  lives  are  wasted,  that  they 
too  discover  that  God  loves 
them. 

Then  comes  the  practical 
part.  We  must  assert  our  ener¬ 
gies  to  do  these  things  in  prac¬ 
tical  ways.  "To  him  that 
knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth 
it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin."  "Faith 
without  works  is  dead."  These 
insights  and  many  others 
cause  us  to  develop  practical 
strategies  for  trying  to  reach 
the  world  for  Jesus.  This  is 


and,  speaking  of  not  quitting . . . 

Charles  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray  retired  in  1991  from  their 
career  as  missionary  associates,  which  began  after  many  years  in 
the  pastorate.  After  only  a  year  of  retirement  from  Tokyo,  Japan, 
they  are  scheduled  to  leave  February  20  to  go  to  China  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board's  Cooperative  Services  International.  They 
wUl  teach  English  and  may  be  assigned  other  classes  at  the  China 
University  of  Mining  and  Technology  In  Xuzhou.  Witnessing  will 
be  done  through  personal  relationships  with  students  and  faculty. 
Their  term  of  service  is  expected  to  be  18  months. 

Gordon  Shamburger  retires  this  month  from  28  years  in  the 
chaplaincy  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  coming  to  that 
position  from  the  pastoral  ministry.  For  24  years  he  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  chaplaincy  work  at  the  Center.  Dorothy,  his  wife,  re¬ 
tired  in  1986  after  27  years  of  teaching  in  Jackson  Public  Schools. 
She  is  very  active  in  the  volunteer  program  at  the  Center.  Her 
ministry  is  with  families  of  patients  having  heart  surgery.  The 
Shamburgers  will  leave  in  early  spring  to  go  to  Brazilia,  Brazil, 
where  he  will  be  pastor  for  one  year  of  the  International  Baptist 
Church.  This  church  ministers  to  foreign  diplomats  and  their 
families,  foreign  business  men  and  their  families,  school  teachers 
brought  in  from  abroad,  Brazilian  nationals  with  international 
backgrounds,  and  missionaries  working  with  Wycliffe  translators. 

Mississippi  is  home  to  the  oUCest  Curing  : 
Southern  ‘Baptist  missionary 

Floy  Wright  went  to  Japan  in  1922  to  meet  Robert  Jacob  and 
become  his  wife  and  to  go  with  him  to  China  to  join  him  in  his 
missionary  life.  They  worked  in  the  area  where  Lottie  Moon  had 
worked,  arriving  there  only  12  years  after  her  death.  Bertha  Smith 
was  there  and  had  arranged  for  sedan  chairs  to  transport  the  new¬ 
ly-weds  while  school  children  lined  the  street;  however,  the  rains 
came  and  those  plans  had  to  be  cancelled.  Robert  Jacob  was  an 
educator.  Floy  Jacob  majored  on  her  responsibilities  in  the 
Christian  home,  feeling  its  importance  along  with  the  importance 
of  letting  the  Chinese  people  see  a  Christian  home  in  action.  Mrs. 
Jacob  was  101  years  old  on  January  18,  and  she  still  makes  her 
own  decisions,  like  how  much  to  give  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  She  has  great  long-term  memory,  being  able  to  talk 
about  the  great  Shandong  (Shantung)  revival,  probably  the  only 
person  who  can  do  that.  She  will  never  quit,  either,  because  she 
decided  to  provide  for  several  special  Baptist  efforts  in  her  will. 
Each  of  her  four  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Martha.,  and  Lydia  is 
actively  at  work  in  her  own  church  missions  work.  Elizabeth  will 
leave  this  month  to  work  two  years  in  Spain  as  secretary  to  a  man 
in  a  position  similar  to  our  director  of  associatlonal  missions,  who 
works  with  120  churches.  Our  real  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Jacob,  who 
helps  us  to  see  how  to  grow  older  gracefully. 


missions!  From  the  food  closet  and  rededicate  our  lives  to  that 
in  the  local  church,  to  the  mis-  same  purpose.  And  then  re- 
sionary  doctor  in  a  distant  assert  ourselves  with  all  the 
land,  with  all  kinds  of  tasks  in-  creativeness  that  God  will  give 
between,  the  strategy  develops,  us  to  winning  the  world  for 
Southern  Baptists  have  devel-  Him. 

oped  these  strategies  which  There  is  always  the  temp- 

have  finally  circled  die  globe  in  tation  to  do  something  else, 
thousands  of  practical  ways.  And  surely  no  one  would  argue 
Strong  in  the  hand  of  God  that  many  of  these  other  things 
has  been  the  mighty  movement  are  good.  But  the  one  who  be- 
among  Southern  Baptist  worn-  lieves  that  the  most  important 
en  in  devoting  themselves  to  thing  is  winning  the  world  to 
prayer,  the  raising  of  money,  Christ  will  surely  find  strong 
and  other  ways  of  giving  strong  support  in  the  Word  of  God. 
emphasis  to  this  great  mission-  Could  we  all.  at  the  begin- 

ary  enterprise.  Southern  ning  of  1992  ,  reexamine  our- 
Baptlst  women,  both  young  selves  and  get  an  updated  pre- 
and  old,  and  past  and  present,  scription  that  will  cause  us  to 
are  to  be  congratulated  for  be-  be  more  effective?  And  help  us 
lng  an  integral  part  of  the  to  shake  loose  from  mlsconcep- 
launchlng  of  this  great  mission-  tions  that  would  deter  us  from 
ary  enterprise— the  greatest  in  God’s  great  purpose? 
the  history  of  the  world.  All  the  Ladies,  keep  on  helping 

rest  of  us  do  well  to  emulate  us,  in  the  local  churches,  and 
their  devotion.  „  in  the  denomination,  to  clearly 

It  would  be  my  prayer  that  see  that  winning  the  world  to 
all  of  us,  not  just  the  ladles,  saving  faith  In  Jesus  Is  our 
would  refocus  our  attention  up-  highest  priority, 
on  the  commands  of  our  Lord 


someone  new. ..and something  new 

-  .  Someone  New’s  real  name  is  Helen  Price, 

an<*  the  something  new  is  her  position  - 


Special  Note 


Offering  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
Mississippi  WMU  will  be  sent  to  the 
Second  Century  Fund. 

Please  encourage  your  ladies 
to  come  prepared  to  give 
generously.  Mississippi  j 

WMU  is  8th  in  | 

gifts  to  the  Fund  at 
$8,631.54.  . 


I  Summer  Camp  Director. 

I  The  growing  success  of  the  summer 
I  camping  program  at  Garaywa  has,  for  several 
years>  increased  the  work  load  of  the 
BBk  Jw|  GA/ Mission  Friends  consultant  and  led  to  the 
creation  of  this  position. 

HHbHK!  Helen’s  husband,  Jackie,  is  finance 
manager  at  Edgewood  Mazda  in  McComb  and 
is  part-time  music  director  at  Oakvale  Baptist 
Church  in  Lawrence  County.  They  have  two  daughters,  Kayla,  in 
second  grade,  and  Gretchen  in  seventh  grade.  Helen  and  the 
girls  will  live  at  Garaywa  during  the  summer  with  a  bit  of  com¬ 
muting  going  on  both  ways,  between  Garaywa  and  their  home  in 
Summit. 

Helen,  a  graduate  of  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  is  a 
part-time  counselor  in  North  Pike  Public  Schools  and  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  student  at  Mississippi  College.  She  has  CPR  and  First  Aid 
Certification,  is  a  certified  umpire  for  amateur  softball  and  for 
high  school  softball. 

Helen  will  recruit  counselors  for  Garaywa.  Any  girl  who  has 
completed  her  freshman  year  in  college  and  is  interested  may 
write  or  call  Helen  at  the  WMU  office.  She  will  plan,  promote,  im¬ 
plement,  and  evaluate  summer  camping.  Camp  information  ma¬ 
terials  have  been  mailed  to  church  GA  directors  and  WMU  direc¬ 
tors.  Registration  for  camp  is  by  mail  only  and  will  be  accepted 

BNF  >  ■■■IH 

Gretaway  Day 

On  April  1 1 ,  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Louisville, 
meembers  of  Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowship  will  gather  for  a 
Getaway  Day,  beginning  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  closing  at  3:30 
p.m. 

This  day,  planned  to  pro¬ 
vide  spiritual  renewal,  will 
identify  avenues  of  service  and 
will  involve  participants  in  re¬ 
laxation  with  other  Christian 
nurses.  Prospective  members 
of  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship 
are  encouraged  to  attend. 

Nurses  included  in  the 
program  guests  are  Dora 
Harbin.  RN,  missionary  on  fur¬ 
lough  from  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil, 
and  Carrie  Carlson.  M.S..  RN. 
marriage  and  family  therapist 
with  the  counseling/family 
ministry.  First  Baptist  Church, 

Jackson,  who  will  share  in 
their  fields  of  expertise. 

Pat  Siddon.  minister  of 
music  at  Areola  Baptist 
Church,  will  provide  music. 

Tor  more  details,  contact 
the  WMU  office,  P.  0.  Box  530, 

Jackson,  MS,  39205,  or  phone 
968-3800. 


BRIMG  M£  A  T60NL  STEAK 
/Wf  WIFE’S  AT  A  U/M.u.  - 

salad  Supper  tonight”  i 


someone  stitt  fwre..jometfnng  new 

■  Ashley  McCaleb  has  been  here  since 
May •  1983.  Her  responsibilities  have  always 
included  Baptist  Women  work,  with  other  as¬ 
signments  changing  from  time  to  time  to  in¬ 
clude  BYW,  leadership'  training  and  Baptist 
Nursing  Fellowship.  BNF  is  our  something 
new  under  Ashley’s  leadership. 

WMU, SBC  sponsors  BNF,  so  state  WMU 
offices  have  joined  in  this  effort. 
Mississippi's  first  BNF  meeting  was  January 
25,  1986.  There  were  16  attending.  Today 
we  have  140  members  with  four  active  chapters  in  Louisville, 
Jackson,  Ecru,  and  Carrollton.  A  fifth.  Meridian,  is  ready  to  or¬ 
ganize.  June  Whitlow,  associate  executive  director,  WMU,  SBC, 
uses  Mississippi  as  a  role  model  as  the  strongest  state  BNF  pro¬ 
gram. 

Ashley’s  present  responsibilities  include  leadership  of 
Baptist  Women,  BYW,  and  volunteer  mission  trips. 

Jimmy,  Ashley’s  husband.has  recently  become  bi-vocational 
contract  consultant  in  the  Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  and  has  also  become  minister  of 
music  and  senior  adult  activities  at  Day  Star  Baptist  at  Florence. 

Ashley  loves  to  write,  to  read,  and  to  travel,  especially  mis¬ 
sions  trips.  A  special  trip  was  to  Peru  where  she.  with  Karl  and 
Peggy  Wallace,  was  involved  in  leadership  training  for  more  than 
600  people.  WMU,  SBC  has  enjoyed  the  gift  of  Ashley’s  leader¬ 
ship  for  many  years.  At  present  she  is  serving  as  Chairman  of 
the  Dated  Plan  Work  Group,  1995-96.  This  group  leads  in  for¬ 
mulating  the  entire  WMU  plan  of  work  for  that  year. 


another  someone  stiff  here 
somethin a  new 


Jan  Cossitt  served  as  interim  Acteens 
consultant  for  a-  year  before  making  it  per¬ 
manent.  Since  December,  1986  she  has 
been  leading  Acteens  and  the  adults  who 
work  with  Acteens,  coming  from  10  valuable 
years  of  experience  in  youth  work  in  the  local 

^church  at  Morrison  Heights.  Clinton. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  anybody  that 
Jan  is  a  member  of  Clowns  of  America,  nor 
that  she  was  voted  Outstanding  Young  Religious  Leader  by 
Clinton  Jaycees.  Her  fun  and  mischief  side,  shown  in 


Acteens  Mini-Camps 


June  3-5,  Camp  Garaywa 
Wednesday,  1  p.m.  -  Friday,  12:30  p.m 


from  front  page 

given  to  enlistment,  deepening  the  spiri¬ 
tual  life,  and  learning  about  some  of 
what  God  is  doing  throughout  His  world 
today. 

We  cannot  be  apprehensive  about 
change,  can  we?  After  all,  if  we  do  not 
accommodate  necessary  changes  into 
our  lives,  we’re  relegated  to  living  in  the 
past 

I  Just  wonder  how  Mrs.  Murrell 
would  feel  about  all  the  changes  which 
have  come  in  business  machines  over 
the  years?  Somehow  I  believe  in  my 
heart  that  she  would  Jump  right  in 
there  to  learn  word  processing  and  all 
the  other  wonderful  facets  of  the  com¬ 
puter.  How  ’bout  you? 


actltivities 

like  directing  a  washboard  band,  is  backed  by  an  equally  serious 
and  hard-working  side.  Her  responsibilities  in  the  Baptist 
Building  include  working  with  youth  activities  involving  partner¬ 
ship  with  other  departments. 

Jan.  too,  is  involved  by  WMU,  SBC  in  think  tanks,  planning 
meetings,  and  youth  activities.  She  recently  completed  being  a 
part  of  a  Dated  Plan  Work  Group. 

Jan  is  Acteens  and  Campus  BYW  consultant.  The  some¬ 
thing  new  Jan’s  involved  in  for  us  includes  a  Coed"  Youth 
Missions  Conference  at  Clinton.  April  10-14,  Acteens  Mini- 
Camps  at  Garaywa  this  summer,  and  sharing  responsibility  with 
Ashley  for  a  Women’s  Conference  October  9-10. 

Jan’s  a  member  of  First  Baptist.  Jackson,  where  she  teach¬ 
es  a  singles  class. 


June  15-17,  Central  Hills 
Monday,  10  a.m.  -  Wednesday,  11  a.m 


Theme:  Will  you  be  the  one 
neighborhood  needs,  neighborhood  deeds 
C&:  $35:00 


After  April  1,  mail  reservations  to 
WMU,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


associational  officers  retreat 

April  24-25,  Camp  Garaywa 


Friday 

6:00 
7:30-  8:15 


8:15-  8:30 
8:30-  9:15 
9:30-10:15 
10:15 

Saturday 

7:30 
8:15-  9:45 

9:45  -  10:00 


Thank-you  banquet,  featuring  Farrell  Blankenship 
Conferences: 

How  to  Pray  ‘Wilda  Fancher 

How  to  Relate  Helen  Price 

How  to  Witness  James  Fancher 

Break 

Repeat  of  conferences 

Fellowship 

Area  prayer  meetings 


Breakfast 

Lead  On  Dell  Scoper 

Advanced  Leadership  Training 


9:45  -  10:00  Break 

10:00  -  12:30  Age-level  conferences 

12:30  Lunch  and  travel  home 


* 


WOULD  YOU  UKE  TO  “ GIFT ”  YOUR  COPY  OF 


When  the  Earl  Kelljfe  were  in  the  Philippines  at  the  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  in  Baguio,  Marjorie  did  extensive  course  work  on  spiritual 
gifts  with  young  women  there,  and  used  the  material  in  other  areas 
of  the  Islands;  however,  her  books  were  not  available  for  this  study. 
■Marjorie  would  like  very  much  for  those  of  you  who  have  finished 
with  the  book  and  would  like  a  good  home  for  it,  to  send  it  to  her  at 
'5316  Red  Pox  Road,  Jackson,  MS  3921 L,  and  she  will  get  it  to  » 
grateful  user. 


Mississippi  WMU  Calendar 

MARCH 

1-8  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions  and  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering;  theme:  Missions: . 
Reaching  People,  Growing  Churches. 

14  GA  Day  at  Central  Hills,  Central  Hills  Retreat, 

10  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

16-17  WMU  Annual  Meeting,  First  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  Monday  2  p.m.-  Tuesday,  3:30  p.m. 
27-28  5th  and  6th  Grade  GA  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight,  Garaywa,  Friday,  4  p.m.  - 
Saturday,  3  p.m. 

28  GA  Day  at  Garaywa,  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

APRIL 

10-11  Youth  Missions  Convention,  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton,  Friday,  7  p.m.  -  Saturday,  4  p.m. 

Queens  Banquet,  5  p.m.,  Friday 
24-25  Associational  WMU  Officers  Training,  Garaywa, 
Friday,  5  p.m.-  Saturday,  12:30 


MAY 


12  Associational  Officers  Interpretation  Meeting, 
Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  9:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 


Refresh  your  memory  on  "Accountable  For 

WM  W  VUHP  One’  (Pages  8  and  9  in  current  WMU 
Yearbook)  and  be  busy  on  this.  If  you, 

•  personally,  have  not  selected  the  one  for 
whom  you  will  feel  accountable,  now  is  the  time.  Look  around  - 
ih  your  clubs,  at  your  work,  in  civic  activities  -  and  find  a  friend 
whose  abilities  could  be  used  in  WMU.  Become  a  friend.  Share 
with  her  in  both  sad  and  good  times,  invite  her  to  the  proper 

K;anization..Bfc  careful  not  to  nag.  Let  WMU  be  a  casual. 

t  part  of  yoiif  cbnversation.  When  there  is  a  good-activi- 
■d,  invite  !yar,-*f{yw»Ve  had  no  success:  in  having  her  an-  v 
invitation 'te  »  regular  meeting.  Keep  a  <?unoent.  Royal 
vailable.  Point  out  special  articles.  Involve  her  hi  mis-*' 
m  projects.  But,  especially,  be  her  friend.  It  may  take 
years  to  enlist  her  in  WMU,  but  you’ll  be  a  winner  all  the  years 
you  are  her  friend.  So  will  she. 


ytis  more  blessed  to  give . . 

• 

1991  Totals 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 

$1,994,352.12 

Edwina  Robinson  Special  Day  Offering  - 

$68,412.26 

Goal  was  $63,000 

Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for  State  Missions 

$646,311.72 

Goal  was  $645,000 

■ 

;  • :  Lottie  Moon  Christinas  Offering 

$3,446,013.00 

June  1  -  January  29 

(The  year  for  this  offering  is  June  1  -  May 

31.) 

A  CALL  FOR  NURSES 
FROM  BAPTIST  NURSING 
FELLOWSHIP 

How  would  you  like  a  week’s  vacation . . . 
with  250  girls?  or  with  170  boys? 

Call  Ashley  McCaleb  at  968-3800,  extension  3924,  or 
write  her  at  P.O.  Box  530,  WMU,  Jackson,  MS  39205, 
if  you  would  like  to  give  a  week  or  more  of  your  sum¬ 
mer  to  be  Camp  Nurse  at  GA  or  Acteens  Camp  at 
Garaywa  in  Clinton  or  at  RA  Camp  at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat,  Kosciusko.  There  are  17  openings. 


Beyond  the 
stained glass 
unndoio 

Wilda  Fancher 

/ rvery  once  in  a 
"while  I  say  to 
myself.  If  I  were 
writing  a  column 
now,  I  would  write 
about  that.  So,  here  goes  with 
one  of  those  thoughts.  The 
other  day  I  was  sitting  in  the 
car,  waiting  to  pick  up  a 
grandchild.  1  looked  at  the 
yards  around  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  In  one  yard  I  noticed 
two  trees.  One  was  real  big 
and  tall,  evidently  a  very  old 
tree.  The  other  was  smaller 
and  did  not  have  nearly  the 
height  of  the  other  one.  They 
were  two  different  kinds  of 
trees,  and  both  of  them  should 
have  been  able  to  grow  up  to 
be  the  very  best  of  its  species. 
But  the  person  who  planted 
the  smaller  of  the  two  trees 
had  planted  it  too  close  to  the 
other,  probably  not  realizing 
that  the  new  tree  would  grow 
as  big  as  it  did. 

The  problem  was  that,  as 
you  looked  at  the  trees,  each 
of  them  had  been  mis- 
shapened  by  the  other,  some¬ 
thing  that  could  have  been 
avoided  by  allowing  each  of 
them  what  it  needed  to  grow 
properly.  And  one  thing  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  growth  is 
space  or  rpom.  I  remember 
when  there  would  not  be 
enough  room  in  my  shoes  for 
my  growing  feet. 

There’s  room  for  all  of  us 
to  grow.  There  is  room  for  all 
the  leadership  we  can  muster 
in  WMU.  One  mark  of  a  good 
leader  is  that  she  grows  her 
some  leaders  out  of  her  follow¬ 
ers.  No  one  of  us  leaders 
needs  to  be  part  of  misshaping 
any  other  leader  or  member. 
There’s  room  for  all  of  us,  and 
for  more  of  us.  Each  one  be¬ 
ing  in  the  place  where  we  can 
serve  and  grow,  each  being.  In 
the  eyes  of  our  followers,  the 
best  of  our  species,  Christian 
women  enjoying  being  a  part 
of  strengthening  the  missions 
base  which  is  WMU’s  divine 
imperative. 
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Inerrancy 
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Must  not  separate  inspiration,  interpretation  too  much” 


NASHVILLE  —  The  claim  often 
has  been  heard  that  we  can  differ  on 
interpretation  as  long  as  we  begin 
with  a  high  view  of  Scripture. 

This  assertion  is  appropriate;  yet  we 
must  not  separate  inspiration  and  in¬ 
terpretation  too  much.  We  can  tell 
fairly  quickly  by  reading  one’s  inter¬ 
pretations  of  Scripture  what  view  one 
holds  about  inspiration. 

Inspiration  and  interpretation  are 
discussed  in  The  Doctrine  of  the  Bi¬ 


ble  by  David  Dockery  published  by 
the  Sunday  School  Board’s 
Discipleship  Training  Department  for 
the  1992  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
emphasis. 

One  of  the  very  important  issues  in 
inspiration  is  how  an  interpreter 
relates  general  and  special  revelation. 
General  revelation  is  that  wide  range 
of  revelation  which  God  gives  to  all 
humankind  through  nature,  persons, 


Booth 


Mississippi  missionary  sees  needs 
Annie  Armstrong  giving  could  meet 

JACKSON,  Miss.  —  James  Booth  has  needs  only  Southern  Baptists  can 
meet. 

Southern  Baptist  home  missionary  who  works  in  deaf 
ministries  in  Jackson,  many  of  those  needs  could  be  met 
-with  a  higher  level  of  giving  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Blaster 
Offering  for  Home  Missions. 

“More  gifts  through  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering  would 
permit  us  to  provide  some  additional  conferences 
statewide,”  Booth  said.  “One  that  we’ve  been  wanting  to  do 
is  a  marriage  enrichment  conference  for  deaf  across  the 
state.” 

The  1992  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  goal  is  $41 
million. 

“Hie  offering,  as  far  as  the  ministries  I  do,  provides  funds 
that  we  would  not  otherwise  have,”  Booth  said. 

Booth  is  but  one  of  more  than  4,500  home  missionaries  who  continue  to  face 
seemingly  daunting  challenges  in  taking  the  gospel  to  a  nation  where  lost  per¬ 
sons  are  in  the  majority.  The  latest  figures  from  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
rggpamh  department  in  Atlanta  indicate  that  of  252  million  Americans,  173 
million  do  not  have  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Dellanna  O’Brien,  executive  director  of  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  said  that  Southern  Baptists  should  look  at  the  offering  and 
the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions  as  ‘la  time  for  extravagance” 

“In  this  day  and  time,  it  seems  we  are  already  living  up  to  this  concept  — 
fancy  homes,  fine  cars,  designer  clothes,”  O’Brien  said.  “However,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  need  to  focus  on  another  kind  of  extravagance  —  extravagant  pray¬ 
ing  and  extravagant  giving.” 

Larry  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board, 
echoed  the  theme  of  “giving  extravagantly”  in  light  of  the  need  and  the  urgency 
of  reaching  the  nation  for  Christ. 

James  D.  Williams,  president  erf  the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission,  urged  the  men  and  boys  of  local  churches  to  “redouble”  their  efforts 
in  publicizing,  praying  for,  and  giving  to  home  missions  through  the  offering. 

“Time  is  short,  and  the  needs  are  so  very  great.  But  we  can  achieve  it  in 
God’s  mighty  power  and  marvelous  provision.” 

Barber  writes  for  HMB. 

Centrifuge  camps  will  include 
one  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 


NASHVILLE  -  “Decision”  is  the 
theme  of  the  1992  Centrifuge  pro¬ 
grams,  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board’s  Church  Recrea¬ 
tion  Department. 

Centrifuge  will  be  held  at  seven  sta¬ 
tionary  locations,  including  three  col¬ 
leges,  two  beachside  camps,  and 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  and  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Conference  Centers. 

Beachside  camps  are  being  held  at 
Endless  Summer  Retreat,  Panama 
City,  Fla.,  June  6-Aug.  12,  and 
Galfthore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Mississippi,  July  18-Aug.  6.  Centrifuge 
on  colleges  campuses  will  be  held 
June  6-Aug.7  at  Caraon-Newman  Col¬ 
lege  in  Jefferson  City,  Twin.;  Union 
University  in  Jackson,  Twin.;  and 


By  William  H.  Stephens 
(Part  three  of  a  three-part  series) 

and  history.  Special  revelation  is 
God’s  direct  revelation  of  himself.  He 
spoke  to  and  through  prophets  and 
others;  he  interacted  with  historical 
events;  he  came  finally  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Scripture  contains  the  record 
of  these  revealing  acts  in  such  a  way 
that  Scripture  itself  reveals  God. 

Sometimes  general  revelation  and 
special  revelation  appear  to  be  in  con¬ 
flict  Which  has  precedence?  The 
most  obvious  illustration  of  this  issue 
is  Genesis  1. 

There  are  two  essential  different  ap¬ 
proaches  to  interpreting  this  chapter. 
Some  believe  “day”  can  only  refer  to 
a  literal  24-hour  period;  some  believe 
“day”  must  indicate  a  longer  time 
Those  who  hold  to  file  first  view  feel 
that  proper  Bible  study  requires  first 
a  thorough  evaluation  of  the  text 
before  any  data  from  science  is  con¬ 
sidered.  Only  after  we  determine  the 
clearest  meaning  of  the  text  (special 
revelation),  and  do  so  independently, 
do  we  draw  from  other  fields  of 
knowledge  (general  revelation).  In 
case  of  conflict,  the  claim  of  science 
or  any  other  field  of  knowledge  is  re¬ 
jected  as  untrue.  General  revelation 
cannot  contradict  special  revelation, 
which  always  takes  precedence. 

Those  who  bold  to  the  second  view 
quote  the  phrase,  “Truth  never  con¬ 
tradicts  truth.”  These  interpreters 
believe  that  the  Bible  must  be  given 
precedence  over  other  fields  of 
knowledge,  since  it  is  special  revela¬ 
tion.  However,  if  the  interpreter  is  con¬ 


vinced  that  science  (ip  this  case)  has 
established  truth  beyond  reasonable 
doubt,  then  the  dictum,  “Truth  never 
contradicts  truth,”  comes  into  play. 

Since  the  Bible  is  true,  and  the  in¬ 
terpreter  is  convinced  that  certain 
claims  of  science  are  true,  he  or  she 
seeks  to  reconcile  the  two.  This  pro¬ 
cess  shapes  the  interpretation  that  the 
universe  is  of  an  extreme  age  and  that 
“day”  must  refer  to  a  long  period. 
God,  the  interpreter  insists,  has 
revealed  himself  in  both  general  and 
special  revelation  and  both  must  be 
considered.  Another  example  of  this 
process  is  seen  in  Christians  chang¬ 
ing  their  interpretation  of  texts  which 
previously  appeared  to  support 
slavery. 

Yet  another  approach  to  Scripture , 
which  reflects  one’s  stance  is  whether ' 
we  manipulate  Scripture  or  seek  as 
best  we  can  to  determine  its  true 
meaning.  For  example,  some  conser¬ 
vatives  are  trying  to  bring  typology 
back  as  a  valid  interpretation  method. 
Typology  is  seeing  in  one  person  or 
event  in  the  Old  Testament  a  type  of 
another.  For  example,  David  is  seen 
as  a  type  of  Christ  and  Goliath  a  type 
of  Satan.  Nothing  in  the  biblical  text 
gives  any  hint  that  such  a  comparison 
should  be  made  When  typology  is  us¬ 
ed,  we  can  make  the  Bible  say  just 
about  whatever  we  want  it  to  say.  In 
such  a  process,  the  human  mind 
places  itself  over  Scripture,  for  we  im¬ 
pose  on  Scripture  our  own  thoughts. 


William  Tyndale  was  one  of  the  first 
during  the  Reformation  to  point  out 
that  this  type  of  interpretation  was 
what  made  possible  the  errors  of 
Roman  Catholicism. 

The  issue  is  whether  a  person  truly 
bows  to  Scripture  or  sets  his  or  her 
mind  over  it  in  some  manner.  The 
liberal  does  this  often,  deciding  what 
part  of  Scripture  is  God’s  Word  and 
what  is  not.  But  inerrantists,  too,  are 
prone  to  error  from  another  direction. 

Sometimes  we  are  so  convinced 
about  an  issue  that  we  cast  about  in 
Scripture  to  find  texts  which  support 
our  view.  We  fail  the  inerrancy  test  if 
we  manipulate  Scripture.  This  pro¬ 
cess  sets  the  human  mind  as  the 
authority  and  makes  Scripture  con¬ 
form  to  our  view. 

Inerrancy  presupposes  that  God’s 
Word  is  objective  truth.  That  is,  it 
means  what  it  means,  whether  we  like 
it  or  not,  accept  or  reject  it,  believe  or 
disbelieve  it,  or  read  our  meanings  in¬ 
to  it. 

The  Bible  is  the  Word  —  the  speak¬ 
ing  —  of  God  to  us.  Inerrancy  means 
that  we  come  to  God’s  Word  humbly, 
with  a  certain  trembling  respect,  sub¬ 
missive  to  it  and  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
teaching,  to  learn  “What  wilt  Thou 
have  me  to  do?” 

Stephens  is  senior  curriculum 
development  coordinator  for  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board’s  Discipleship 
Training  Department  which  sponsors 
the  annual  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
emphasis. 


Mobile  (Ala.)  College. 

At  Ridgecrest,  Centrifuge  sessions 
will  be  held  between  June  20  and  Aug. 
21;  and  at  Glorieta,  between  June  6 
and  Aug.  14. 

Beachside  camps  are  from  Satur¬ 
day  through  Thursday  and  other  sta¬ 
tionary  camps  are  from  Saturday 
through  Friday. 

For  information  on  these  Centrifuge 
programs,  call  the  respective  state 
convention  offices. 

Information  on  Centrifuge  registra¬ 
tion  for  campers,  seventh  grade 
through  high  school,  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  writing  Centrifuge,  Church 
Recreation  Department,  127  Ninth 
Ave.,  N.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37234. 


SCRIPTURES  NOW  TRANSLATED  INTO  1,919  LANGUAGES:  NEW 
YORK  (ABS)  —  The  number  of  languages  into  which  at  least  one  book  of  the 
Bible  has  been  translated  rose  to  1,978  in  1991,  according  to  the  latest  Scrip- 
tur^  Laaguege  Report  issued  by  the  UnitedBible  Societies  office  in  Reading, 
England.  Thirty-two  languages  received  at  least  one  book  of  the  Bible  in  1991 
for  the  first  time.  Of  the  32  “new”  lanugages  registered  with  the  UBS  last 
year,  six  now  have  New  Testaments  for  the  first  time,  and  28  now  have  Scrip¬ 
ture  Portions,  which  usually  constitute  a  complete  book  of  the  Bible  and  always 
contain  more  than  24  bounds  pages.  Complete  Bibles  were  reported  for  the 
first  time  in  four  languages:  two  from  Zaire,  one  from  Guatemala,  and  one 
from  Yugoslavia.  This  increased  the  number  of  languages  with  complete 
Bibles  to  322. 


Mississippi  College  would  like  to  thank  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  all  other  interested  Mississippians  for 
unyielding  support  and  encouragement  through 
the  years.  We  are  proud  of  our  heritage  and 
serious  about  our  future  commitment  to 
higher  education. 

We  appreciate  the  confidence  you 
have  expressed  and  pledge  that  we  will 
continue  to  help  students  integrate  their 
Christian  faith  into  daily  life,  believing 
that  "Faith  Inspires  Learning." 

Watch  WLBT,  Channel  3,  on  Sunday, 

Feb.  16,  at  5  p.m.  for  the  program  "Baptist 
Higher  Education  in  Mississippi."* 

Mississippi  College  is  proud  of  its  role  in  educating 
citizens  of  this  state. 

(*  Program  will  not  air  should  there  be  overtime 
in  regular  scheduled  network  programs.) 


Observe  Baptist  Seminary,  College  and  School  Day 

February  16, 1992 
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Growth  Spiral  Conference 
will  take  place  in  Greenville 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  sixth  annual  statewide  Growth 
Spiral  Conference  will  be  held  on  Feb. 
25,  at  First  Church,  Greenville  Andy 
Anderson  will  lead  the  general  session 
and  the  Advanced  Growth  Spiral  Con¬ 
ference  Ken  Marler  will  lead  the 
Basic  Growth  Spiral  Conference  A 
person  must  have  attended  a  Basic 
Growth  Spiral  Conference  before  he  or 
she  can  attend  an  Advanced  Growth 
Spiral  Conference. 

“The  Growth  Spiral  is  an  effective 
tool  in  allowing  a  church  to  set  goals 
and  evaluate  its  progress  toward 
reaching  those  goals.  Over  100  church¬ 
es  in  Mississippi  have  benefited  from 
the  use  of  the  Growth  Spiral,”  said 
Randy  Tompkins,  consultant,  state 
Sunday  School  Deprtment. 

The  Growth  Spiral  Conference  will 
be  preceded  by  a  one  day  Sunday 


School  training  event.  Reaching  Peo¬ 
ple  Conference,  on  Feb.  24,  at  First 
Church,  Greenville  The  basic  thrust 
of  the  event  will  be  to  define  methods 
and  information  to  reach  people  A 
Pastor/Church  Staff  Training  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  from  10  a.m.  to 
4:30  pm.  Guest  speakers  will  be  Mike 
Espy,  Bill  Causey,  Mike  Robbins, 
Harry  Vickery,  ana  Keith  Wilkinson. 

A  special  training  clinic  will  be  held 
on  Fen.  24  for  Sunday  School  workers. 
The  clinic  will  begin  at  7  pm.  with  18 
conferences.  Anderson  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  for  the  closing 
general  session  at  8:45  pm. 

All  pastors,  church  staff  members, 
Sunday  School  directors,  and  Sunday 
School  workers  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  special  event. 


Volunteers  in  Missions  Banquet, 
sponsored  by  Lee  Association,  will  be 
held  at  Parkway  Church,  Feb  24,  at 
6:30  pm.  Mrs.  Phyllis  Foy,  Mooreville, 
N.C.,  will  be  the  featured  speaker.  Foy 
is  the  director  of  Mission  Service 
Corps,  North  Carolina  Convention. 


Castlewoods  Church,  Brandon,  will 
begin  a  Lay  Institute  for  Equipping  on 
Feb.  16  at  6  pm.  L.I.F.E.  is  an  educa¬ 
tional  system  designed  to  provide 
quality  education  to  lay  persons  in  the 
areas  of  discipleship  leadership  and 
ministry.  Larry  McDonald,  pastor, 
will  lead  the  L.IJ'.E.  study. 


Husband,  friends  grieve  loss 
of  mother  and  unborn  child 


’  Bobby  Moore.  Morgan  City  pastor,  right,  presents  plaque  to  Ruble  Cothran.  At  left 
•  is  Mary  (Mrs.  Ruble)  Cothran. 

Morgan  City  honors  deacon  emeritus 


Morgan  City  Church,  Leflore 
Association,  on  Jan.  26  honored  Ruble 
Cothran  with  a  special  program  nam¬ 
ing  him  deacon  emeritus.  Cothran 
was  ordained  in  1978  with  James  Fon 
dren  leading  the  service.  D.  Glenn 
Simmons,  currently  a  missionary  to 
South  Africa,  was  then  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Bobby  Moore,  present  pastor  at 
Morgan  City,  opened  the  service  by 
giving  a  statement  of  purpose  and 
.  mission  for  the  church. 

J  The  men  of  the  church,  led  by 
Wayne  Nichols,  Brotherhood  director, 
had  charge  of  the  program.  After 
reading  a  passage  from  I  Timothy 
3:8-11  outlining  qualifications  for 
deacons  and  wives,  Nichols  introduc¬ 
ed  Mrs.  Cothrai^  the  honored  deacon’s 
wife  of  more  than  50  years.  Members 
of  the  Cothran  family  present  includ¬ 
ed  son.  Ray,  and  daughter,  Sandra 
Peeples,  and  their  families.  A  second 


daughter,  Mary  Joyce  Lindsay,  was 
unable  to  attend. 

Each  deacon  paid  tribute  to 
Cothran’s  life.  They  were  unanimous 
in  praise  of  “Mr.  Ruble’s”  unfailing 
Christian  example  as  Sunday  School 
teacher,  promoter  of  missions,  and 
generous  friend.  Deacons  par¬ 
ticipating  were  David  Hodges  Sr., 
James  E.  Smith,  Duke  Kimbrough. 
Truman  Carr,  Bobby  Morton,  and 
George  Ingram. 

Moore,  in  presenting  .a  com¬ 
memorative  plaque  to  Cothran,  refer¬ 
red  to  the  meaning  of  ‘Emeritus,”  say¬ 
ing,  “It  applies  to  one  who  is  commis¬ 
sioned  to  serve  to  the  end.’  Thus  our 
intent  is  not  to  Tut  out  to  pasture’  or 
to  ‘retire,’  but  for  you  to  keep  on  let¬ 
ting  “others  see  Jesus  in  you.’  Your  life 
has  been  an  inspiration  and  example 
of  what  a  deacon’s  life  should  be  Don’t 
quit.” 


Staff  changes 


Trinity  Church,  Vicksburg,  has  call¬ 
ed  Chris  Turner  as  minister  of  music 
and  youth,  effective  Jan.  26.  A  native 
of  Pascagoula,  he  is  currently  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Mississippi  College. 

Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown,  has 
called  Otho  Jay  (OJ.)  Seals  as  min¬ 
ister  of  education 
and  youth  activ¬ 
ities.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  pre¬ 
vious  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Pine 
Grove  Church,  Pic¬ 
ayune.  Wayne 
Kimbrough  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


ARLINGTON,  Texas  (BP)  -  Fami¬ 
ly  and  friends  of  Susan  Scirratt 
remembered  her  life  and  mourned 
her  death  during  funeral  services  at 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Arlington, 
Texas,  Feb.  5. 

Scirratt,  wife  of  Southwestern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  student 
Martin  Scirratt,  died  Feb.  2  after  be- 

The  accident  also  claimed  tie  life  of 
the  couple’s  unborn  child. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  a 
3-year-old  son,  her  parents,  and  two 
brothers. 

A  memorial  fund  for  Susan  Scirratt 
has  been  established  at  the  Buckner 
Baptist  Children’s  Home  in  Dallas. 
The  Arlington  church  has  set  up  a 
trust  fund  for  the  couple’s  surviving 
son. 

(•'.  .  G « ■  .  •dv’c.  **■»<: 

Mrs.  Virginia  Newsom, 
Tunica,  dies  at  87 

Virginia  Crenshaw  Newsom,  retired 
merchant  died  Jan.  29,  at  age  87.  The 
funeral  service  was  held  at  2  p.m.  on 
Feb.  1  at  First  Church,  Tunica,  where 
?he  was  a  member.  Harrison  Johns 
and  Dennis  Trull  officiated. 

Mrs.  Newsom  had  taught  young 
people  in  Sunday  School  for  over  25 
years.  She  also  sang  in  the  choir  in  the 
church  at  Tunica  and  also  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  in  Glorieta,  New  Mexico, 
where  she  maintained  a  home  and 
where  she  spent  half  her  time 

Survivors  include  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Virginia  Lee  Henderson  of 
Kosciusko;  three  grandchildren;  and 
three  great-grandchildren. 


Providence  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
has  called  Daniel  Lee  as  its  first  full 
time  minister  of  music  and  youth,  ef¬ 
fective  Feb.  2.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  His  previous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  First-Church,  Sumrall 


Southern  Hills  Church,  Natchez, 
has  called  Les  D.  Blanton  of  New 
Orleans  as  pastor,  effective  date  of 
Nov.  17.  A  native  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  be 
received  his  education  at  Embry- 
Riddle  University,  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  and  is  a  student  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  was  previously  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  at  Home  Garden  Chapel, 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Friends  of  Susan  Scirratt  describ¬ 
ed  her  as  a  loving  mother  and  wife 
who  was  dedicated  to  her  church  and 
to  her  career  as  a  teacher  at 
Mansfield  (Texas)  High  School. 

Friends  said  the  Scirratts’  mar¬ 
riage  was  a  model  of  love  and  respect. 
“Marty  put  his  wife  and  family  first  ” 
Andrews  said.  “Even  church  ac¬ 
tivities  did  not  come  before  his  wife.” 

'Pastor  Charles  Wade  said  Scirratt 
is  feeling  “a  lot  of  hurt  and  pain,  love 
and  hope.  Marty  is  working  through 
a  lot  of  shock  and  confusion.  He  Just 
feels  horrible  about  what  happened.” 

The  Scirratts  were  active  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  church.  Martin  is  minister  to 
singles  and  Susan  was  active  in  the 
church’s  choir.  Martin  is  the  son  of 
James  Scirratt,  former  pastor  of 
Woodland  Hills  Church  in  Jackson. 

Lottie  Moon 


goals  met 
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new  “global  ambition.”  The  letter 
urges  the  FMB  to  confront 
“liberalism”  around  the  world  and 
develop  relationships  with  the 
“emerging  leadership”  of  Europe  in¬ 
stead  of  with  traditional  Baptist 
unions. 

Hancock  said  it  was  “an  invasion  of 
privacy”  for  the  letter  to  be  disclos¬ 
ed,  circulated,  and  “promoted  anon¬ 
ymously  as  propaganda  all  over  the 
world.”  Neither  Hancock  nor  Wilson 
has  said  how  the  letter  became  public 

“There  was  not  one  single  item  in 
that  letter  that  was  . . .  implemented 
by  the  chairman,”  said  Hancock,  a 
pastor  from  Louisville,  Ky. 

Trustee  Bill  Blanchard  of  Thnnessee 
said  the  fact  Wilson’s  suggestions 
were  not  put  into  place  is  evidence  the 
trustees  don’t  have  a  global  agenda. 

“Of  the  seven  (Wilson)  recommen¬ 
dations,  none  was  followed,”  Blan¬ 
chard  said. 

“That’s  hardly  a  basis  for  a  global 


Following  the  lead  of  the  chair¬ 
man’s  council,  the  group  of  trustee 
leaders  that  interviewed  Parks  in 
private,  trustees  voted  unanimously  to 
affirm  their  current  statement  of  mis¬ 
sions  principles,  to  discuss  their 
strategy  for  missions  openly,  and  to 


Treasure  Valley  Baptist  Association 
and  Magic  Valley  Baptist  Association 
are  searching  for  a  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  who  would  serve  both  associa¬ 
tions  in  the  Northwest  Convention. 
Send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  911  South  Cole  Road,  Boise, 
Idaho  83709. 

The  Homes  of  Grace,  Vancleave, 
celebrated  27  years  of  service  on  Jan. 
19.  Jim  Edwards,  president  of  William 
Carey  College,  and  Randy  Davis, 
pastor  of  First -Church,  Vancleave, 
were  the  guest  speakers.  The  Homes 
of  Grace  was  founded  by  a  Southern 
Baptist  pastor.  Bill  Barton.  During  the 
27  years  of  the  Homes  of  Grace  he  has 
been  the  interim  pastor  of  30  church¬ 
es.  The  board  of  directors,  past  and 
present,  were  recognized  and  several 
presentations  made. 
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Lucien  Church,  Franklin  Associa¬ 
tion,  set  a  goal  of  $1,200  for  its  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  The 
amount  received  was  $1,545,  the 
largest  offering  ever  given  by  the 
church. 

First  Church,  Gautier,  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  reaching  its  goal  of  $15,000 
for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing.  The  church  observed  its  “All  the 
Way  in  One  Day”  missions  march  on 
Dec.  8.  By  the  end  of  December,  the 
offering  had  reached  $15,896.04,  the 
largest  amount  the  church  has  ever 
received  for  foreign  missions.  Billy  R. 
Williams  is  pastor. 


pursue  dialogue  with  European  Bap¬ 
tists  intended  to  ‘^determine  partner¬ 
ship,  relationships,  and  ministry  in 
Europe.” 

Trustee  Paige  Patterson  of  Dallas 
later  said  he  has  “some  disagree¬ 
ment”  with  Parks  over  the  board’s 
news  policy.  But  he  said  trustee 
leaders  weren’t  so  concerned  with 
establishing  fault  as  getting 
assurances  from  Parks  that  he  would 
“keep  this  from  happening  again.” 

Although  specific  precautions  were 
not  decided  upon,  Patterson  said, 
there  was  unanimous  agreement  in 
the  chairman's  council  “that  we  need 
to  be  sure  we  don’t  get  another  one¬ 
sided  situation.” 

Patterson  would  not  predict  if  Parks 
would  remain  as  FMB  president,  but 
he  said  Parks  is  not  indispensable  for 
the  board  to  accomplish  its  mission. 

“I  don’t  think  any  individual  is  ab¬ 
solutely  essential  to  the  Lewd’s  work 
except  Jesus  Christ,”  he  said. 

Patterson  confirmed  that  he  and 
other  trustee  leaders  discussed  how  to 
resolve  the  dispute  in  a  conference 
call  a  week  prior  to  the  February 
meeting.  That  set  the  tone  for  the  Feb. 
10  session,  he  said. 

“If  our  purpose  was  to  fire  Dr. 
Parks,  we  could  have  done  that,”  he 
said.  “We  have  the  votes  to  do  it.  But 
that’s  neCour  objective  Our  objective 
is  genuine  cooperation.” 
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names  in  the  news 


TtirwUy,  Fchr—ry  U,  1W2 


Four  directors  of  missions  from 
Mississippi  who  attended  the  Direc¬ 
tors  of  Mission  Update,  Jan.  17-20,  at 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky., 
were  Glen  Williams,  Pike  Associa¬ 
tion;  Ervin  Brown,  Northwest 
Association;  Arthur  Leslie,  Grenada 
Association;  and  M.  G  Johnson, 
North  Delta  and  Tallahatchie 
Associations. 


Temple  Church  of  Big  Point  near 
Pascagoula  commissioned  Walterand 
Deanie  Johnson  as  missionaries,  Fteb. 
2.  They  will  be  serving  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  Ernest  Sadler,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions;  Randy  Davis,  pastor  of 
Vandeave  Church  and  member  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board;  Jim  Spencer; 
and  Billy  Barton  joined  in  the  com¬ 
missioning  service  Larry  Dees  is 
pastor. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Dockside  gambling 
casinos  in  Harrison  Co.? 


Editor:  - 

As  many  of  you  know,  Biloxi  and  the 
rest  of  Harrison  County  must  vote 
again  on  March  10  on  whether  to  allow 
dockside  gambling  casinos  to  operate 
Most  of  us  felt  it  was  a  miracle  of  our 
Lord  when  we  defeated  this  issue  by 
about  L000  votes  in  December  of  1990. 
Presently,  the  law  allows  this  vote  to 
come  up  year  after  year.  If  ever  ap¬ 
proved,  casinos  will  be  legal  on  a  per¬ 
manent  basis. 

Families  For  Quality  Life  is  our 
local  organization  of  citizens  from 
many  different  denominations  oppos¬ 
ing  this  legalization.  They  also 
manage  all  funds  and  donations.  I 
realize  I  cannot  speak  for  all  our  par¬ 
ticipants,  but  I  feel  I  know  the  heart¬ 
break  of  this  group  as  we  solicit  your 
support  in  two  ways.  First,  I  ask  you 
to  join  with  us  as  we  earnestly  pray. 
It  will  certainly  take  another  great 
miracle  for  us  to  achieve  victory.  Sec¬ 
ond,  I  would  like  to  encourage  people 
across  our  state  who  have  enjoyed 
family  vacations  to  the  coast,  to  write 
letters  to  the  editor  of  our  local  paper 
in  support  of  our  family-oriented 
tourist  environment.  Dockside  gambl¬ 
ing  will  certainly  destroy  the  family- 
fun  atmosphere  of  our  lovely  coast. 
Letters  must  include  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  must  be  signed. 
Only  the  name  and  community  will  be 
printed.  Send  letters  to  Editor,  The 
Sim  Herald,  P.  0.  Box  4567,  Biloxi,  MS 
39535. 

I  personally  thank  you  for  your  in¬ 
terest  and  support  of  our  efforts. 

Frank  Gunn 

Biloxi 


Soul-winning  effort 
prior  to  SBC 

Editor: 

On  Saturday,  June  6,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Indiana  will  be  joined  by  fellow 
Baptists  in  the  great  door-todoorsoul- 


West  Laurel  Church 
plans  homecoming 
Editor: 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  it 
if  you  would  begin  announcing  our 
homecoming  events.  We  would  like  to 
invite  all  former  members  and  friends 
of  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel. 
However,  we  are  having  difficulty  in 
locating  some  of  them.  Please  an¬ 
nounce  that  if  a  forma*  member  or  a 
friend  of  West  Laurel  Church  has  not 
received  a  letter  about  the  homecom¬ 
ing  events,  contact  Tterri  Hutson, 
church  secretary,  1400  W.  5th  Street, 
Laurel,  MS  39440  or  call  (601)  649-1552 
between  8  a.m.  and  4:30  pm. 

The  homecoming  events  will  begin 
April  4  in  the  Family  Life  Building. 
There  will  be  an  informal  get-together 
and  this  will  be  a  special  "Fun”  time 
for  fellowship  reminiscing,  and 
visiting.  Bring  any  pictures  that  you 
m«y  have.  Then  April  5,  Joe  Hinton, 
pastor  from  1961-1964,  will  bring  the 
message  and  Kenneth  Jacobs,  former 
minister  of  music,  will  lead  the 
singing. 


Retirement  package  equals  $115,000 

By  Herb  HoUiager 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  The  resignation  so  the  search  process 


As  a  new  work  or  pioneer  state,  In¬ 
diana  has  a  great  need  for  co-laborers 
in  this  effort.  This  will  be  the  first  such 
effort  in  a  new  work  state  since  the  in¬ 
augural  effort  in  1969  at  Las  Vegas. 

I  cannot  describe  how  significant 
this  will  be  to  us.  For  almost  two  years 
we  have  been  praying.  We  are  asking 
Southern  Baptists  from  all  across  the 
country  to  participate  in  a  real-live 
home  missions  effort.  Indianapolis, 
the  crossroads  of  the  Midwest,  is  ripe 
unto  harvest.  Before  doing  the  impor¬ 
tant  business  work  at  the  convention, 
let’s  all  do  the  main  business  before 
it  begins,  that  of  winning  people  to 
Jesus!  Please  contact  our  In¬ 
dianapolis  Metropolitan  Association 
to  sign  up  or  to  get  more  information. 
Their  addresk  is:  952  North  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Indianapolis,  IN  46204,  (317) 
636-6728. 

Alvin  L.  Reid, 

director  of  evangelism 

Indiana  Convention 

Two  wrongs  don’t 
make  right 

Editor: 

The  letter  entitled  “Fight  to  stop  all 
tragedies”  demands  a  response  First 
let  me  say  that  abortion  is  not  only 
wrong  as  a  means  of  birth  control  but 
in  all  cases.  Remember  God  is  the 
Creator  of  life  and  man  is  to  protect 
it.  Some  say:  “But  what  about  incest 
and  rape?  ”  Two  wrongs  don’t  make  a 
right- These  sins  should  not  lead  to  the 
sin  of  murdering  the  innocent:  many 
are  glad  that  Ethel  Waters’  (the 
gospel  singer  who  sang  for  Billy 
Graham)  mother  did  not  abort  her 
though  she  was  conceived  as  a  result 
of  rape  If  any  mother  doesn’t  want 
ho*  baby,  someone  does. 

Second,  according  to  the  Bible  there 
are  degrees  of  sin.  A  person  who  lies 
doesn’t  receive  the  death  penalty  and 
likewise  a  person  who  murders 
shouldn’t  receive  paradise  here  on 
earth.  Scripture  teaches  that  the 
greatest  moral  human  sin  is  to  take 
the  life  of  another  human  being.  So 
abortion  is  the  “ultimate  sin”  moral¬ 
ly  speaking,  therefore  it  should  be  an 
issue  to  receive  ultimate  attention 
from  the  Christian  body.  It  is  also  the 
ultimate  atrocity  against  a  human 
life.  These  babies  never  get  to  enjoy 
ONE  day  of  life  outside  the  womb. 
Someone  murdered  later  in  life  at 
least  got  to  enjoy  some  days  on  earth. 

Third,  to  say.  All  babies  who  die  go 
to  heaven”  is  unbiblicaUy  founded; 
Scripture  is  silent  on  this  issue  Abo 
H  b  wrong  to  use  such  an  argument 
to  defend  breaking  a  dear  command¬ 
ment  of  God  (Ex.  20:13). 

Thomas  E.  Winn 

Brook haven 


retirement  package  for  President 
Lewis  A.  Drummond  which 
Southeastern  Seminary  trustees  have 
been  asked  to  approve  amounts  to  a 
one-time  cash  gift  of  $115,000  plus  nor¬ 
mal  retirement  benefits. 

A  seminary  trustee,  who  asked  not 
to  be  identified,  told  Baptist  Press  the 
package  includes  Drummond’s  base 
salary  of  $70,000  far  one  year,  plus 
seven  months  of  that  salary  as  sab¬ 
batic  pay  plus  his  seminary  car  and 
some  furnishings  from  the  presiden¬ 
tial  residence. 

However,  he  reiterated  that  the 
agreement,  worked  out  by  the 
trustees’  executive  committee  Jan.  30 
on  the  Wake  Fbrest  campus,  must  be 
approved  by  the  full  board  of  trustees 
March  9-11.  A  mail  ballot  has  been 
asked  by  the  executive  committee  for 
the  trustees  to  approve  Drummond’s 
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probation,  and  we  are  concerned 
about  student  recruitment  and  facul¬ 
ty  recruitment.  But  I  do  not  lay  that 
at  his  feet.” 

One  trustee  said  Drummond  got 
almost  everything  he  asked  for. 

Drummond,  who  taught  evangelism 
at  Southern  Seminary  before  going  to 
Southeastern,  reportedly  will  be  of¬ 
fered  an  evangelism  professorship  at 
Beeson  Divinity  School  at  Samford 
University  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Trustees  briefly  discussed  the 
Beeson  situation  during  their  closed 
session,  according  to  one  trustee,  but 
Drummond  reportedly  said  no  deci¬ 
sion  had  been  made 

Trustee  leaders  at  Southeastern  are 
recommending  that  the  school’s  new 
Center  for  Great  Commission  Studies 
be  named  for  retiring  President  Lewis 
Drummond,  who  established  the 
center. 

According  to  Southeastern’s  bylaws, 
the  executive  committee  serves  as  the 
search  committee  to  find  Drum¬ 
mond’s  successor.  Trustees  would  not 
comment  on  reports  that  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson,  president  of  Criswell  College 
in  Dallas,  is  the  leading  candidate. 

Patterson,  a  key  leader  in  the 
fundamental-conservative  movement 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
was  highly  considered  for  the  post  in 
1968. 

Revival  dates 


Sturgis  Church,  Oktibbeha:  Feb. 
21-22;  Ben  Yarber,  Canaan  Church, 
Columbus,  evangelist;  services,  Fri¬ 
day,  7  pm.  and  Saturday,  8:30-11:30 
a.m.;  “Home  Life  Revival”  is  the 
theme;  Steve  Lammons,  pastor. 

West  End  Church.  West  Point: 
youth  revival,  Fteb.  14-16;  Clayton  Lit¬ 
tlejohn,  pastor,  Biackwater  Church, 
Daleville,  evangelist;  Steve  Reynolds, 
youth/music  minister,  Siioam  Church, 
West  Point,  music  evangelist;  Iterry 
Partin,  pastor;  Eric  Kacnur,  minister 
of  music  and  youth. 

Fellowship  Church,  Union  Com¬ 
munity  (Jones):  Fteb.  17-21;  7:30 am.; 
Steve  Founcey,  pastor,  Houston  Road 
Church  (Jones),  evangelist;  Robert 
Bolling,  music;  Randy  Clark,  pastor. 

Southside  Church  (Yatoo):  Fteb. 
16-18;  Jim  Everett,  pastor,  Southside 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  evangelist:  Mrs. 
Ruby  Doris  Woodruff,  Southside 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  music;  services, 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm. ;  Mon.  and 
Tties.,  7  pm. 


could  begin  immediately. 

He  also  told  Baptist  Press,  contrary 
to  a  published  report  by  Associated 
Baptist  Press,  that  Drummond  did  not 
ask  for  “much  more”  in  earlier 
negotiations.  The  trustee  said  Drum¬ 
mond  contacted  trustee  leadership  in 
December  in  which  Drummond  in¬ 
dicated  he  wanted  to  retire. 

Normal  retirement  benefits  for  an 
administrator  of  Drummond’s  level 
and  10  years  of  service  would  include 
a  one-time  payment  of  10%  of  his 
salary,  a  life  insurance  policy  valued 
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at  $20,000,  vacation  pay  due,  a 
Medicare  supplement,  and  use  of  the 
seminary’s  health  center.  Drum¬ 
mond’s  salary  and  benefit  package 
has  been  reported  to  be  about  $100,000, 
of  which  $70,000  is  the  base  salary. 

The  Associated  Baptist  Press 
reported  Drummond  had  asked  for  an 
ongoing  salary  commitment  but  the 
trustee  said  that  was  untrue 
“The  only  part  of  the  agreement 
which  is  not  part  of  a  normal  retire¬ 
ment  package  would  be  the  $70,000 
one-time  gift  plus  giving  Drummond 
the  seminary  car  which  has  more 
than  50,000  miles  on  it,”  the  trustee 
told  Baptist  Press.  “That’s  not  a 
golden  parachute” 

Hollinger  is  director  of  Baptist 
Press. 


Join  the  Celebration 

at 

Westwood  Baptist  Church 
Meridian 


February  16-19 

Music  Evangelist 

James  Francis 

Pontotoc,  MS 


Monday  night  —  Liberty  Quartet 


Evangelist 

Richard  Jackson 

Phoenix,  A Z 

February  17>19 


Services:  Sunday  —  10:45  a.rm  and  7  p.m. 

Monday  •  Wednesday  —  6:45  p.m. 

1224  65th  Avenue,  Meridian,  MS  (482-3283) 

Bring  your  lost  friends  with  you! 

JOIN  US  ON  MAY  12 

ISRAEL  and  JORDAN 
S  Days  —  $1598 

Superior  First-Class  Accommodations 

Coordinators: 

Dr.  Jorry  Vardanian  Dr.  Ray  Lloyd 

Prof.  Cobb  Inst,  of  Archaeology  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church 

P.  O.  Box  1,  Miss.  State,  MS  39762  106  E.  Lampkin  St.,  Starkville,  MS  39759 

(601)  323-9196  "over  80  trips  between  us”  (601)  323-5633 

•  Busload  just  returned  from  upbeat,  inspiring  tour. 

•  Join  us  tor  the  trip  of  a  lifetime. 

•  Call  or  write  for  brochure,  or  details. 

Future  departures:  Dec.  28,  1992;  Jan.  4,  1993 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used . 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS  -  Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  1 1  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)884-2900  1-600-746-6681 
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Thursday,  February  13,  1092 


New  president  welcomes 
Mississippi  Brotherhood  leaders 


MEMPHIS  —  James  D.  Williams, 
right,  new  president  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission,  welcomed 
Mississippi  Convention  Brotherhood 
Brotherhood  leaders  Dan  West, 
manager,  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
Kosciusko;  Jim  Didlake,  consultant; 


Home  Mission  Board  offers 
summer  mission  opportunities 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  March  10  is  the 
deadline  for  applications  for  student 
missions  and  Innovators,  two  summer 
missions  programs  offered  to  college 
and  seminary  students  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 

Serving  in  all  50  states,  summer 
missionaries  assist  home  mis¬ 
sionaries.  More  than  1,500  positions 
are  available  in  such  outreach  as 
resort  ministry,  church  starting,  and 
language  missions.  These  positions 
are  in  addition  to  opportunities  of- 


EUROPE 

From  page  3 

from  the  former  Soviet  Union  —  the 
general  secretary  for  the  overall  Bap¬ 
tist  union,  the  general  superintendent 
for  all  Ukraine  (where  half  of  all  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  the  former  Soviet  ter¬ 
ritories  are  located),  and  the  leader 
of  the  Baptist  seminary  in  Odessa, 
Ukraine. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
been  preparing  a  major  “Green 
Alert”  missions  effort  in  the  former 
Soviet  region. 

The  elements  are:  (1)  “Mutual 
respect  in  which  the  partners  deal 
with  each  other  with  candor  but  with 
Christian  courtesy  ( Ephesians  4:1-3); 
(2»  Spiritual  freedom  in  which  the 
partners,  working  within  a  common 
commitment,  recognize  and  welcome 
differences  of  outlook  and  diversity  of 
practice  (Romans  15:7;  Mark 
9:38-41)  ;  (3)  Moral  integrity  in  which 
the  partners  honor  and  maintain 
solemnly  made  agreements  (II  Cor¬ 
inthians  1:12-17);  (4)  Genuine  con¬ 
sultation  in  which  the  partners  confer 
together  and  aim  for  mutual  consent 
(II  Corinthians  8:8-9);  and  (5) 
Reciprocal  sharing  in  which  the  part¬ 
ners  learn,  work,  and  grow  together, 
each  giving  and  receiving  ( Romans 
1:11-12)." 

We  would  see  the  above  understan¬ 
ding  as  basic  to  any  partnership  into 
which  we  would  wish  to  enter  as  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptists  or  with  any  overseas 
Baptist  mission  agency,”  the  Dorfweil 
statement  said.  “In  the  light  of  recent 
events  in  Richmond  we  feel  the  need 
to  know  what  is  to  be  the  nature  of  any 
future  relationship  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

“Is  it  to’ be  on  the  basis  of  the  kind 
of  partnership  outlined  above  (the  five 
elements)?"  '  v. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 


Brothers.  P,  O.  Box  18S,  Meridian, 


Mbs.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 


(Ml)  093-4451. 


Missionaries  highlight 
agricultural  meeting 


Two  agricultural  missionaries  will 
highlight  this  year’s  annual  meeting 
of  the  Agricultural  Missions  Founda¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Byram,  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Feb.  21. 

The  business  session  will  begin  at 
3:30  p.m.,  dinner  at  6  p.m.,  and  con¬ 
cluding  genera]  session  at  7  pm.  in  the 
sanctuary. 

Mississippi’s  own  Frank  B.  Pevey, 
agricultural  evangelist  serving  in 
Tanzania,  and  Kurt  A.  Lawrence, 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Thailand,  will  discuss  their  work  in 
two  cultures. 

Agricultural  Missions  Foundation 
was  started  over  20  years  ago  by  the 


late  Owen  Cooper,  Jerry  Clower,  and 
Gene  Triggs,  all  of  Yazoo  City.  The 
purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  sup¬ 
port  agricultural  projects  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  AMF  stresses 
that  financial  support  afforded  these 
missionaries  be  “over  and  above” 
regular  giving  through  the  local 
church  and  the  Cooperative  Program. 
Churches  in  the  Jackson  area  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  promote  attendance  by 
interested  individuals,  missions 
organizations,  and  men’s  groups. 

Reservations  are  needed  for  the  din¬ 
ner;  call  First  Church,  Byram  at 
372-3156.  Charge  for  the  dinner  is  $5 
per  plate. 


Inf  related  action,  treasurer  of  the 
Baptist  General  Association  of 
Virginia  Nathaniel  W.  Kellum 
reported  his  office  had  received 
$40,573  by  the  end  of  January  from  in¬ 
dividuals  and  churches  in  Virginia 
designated  for  Ruschlikon. 

The  bulk  of  that  amount  -  $38,741 
-  arrived  (hiring  January.  An  addi¬ 
tional  $1,832  was  given  during 
December. 


and  Paul  Harrell,  director,  to  the  re¬ 
cent  National  Brotherhood  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  The  annual  meeting 
brings  state  leaders  together  with  the 
agency’s  staff  for  consultations  on  its 
activities  and  programs.  (Photo  by 
David  Nestor) 


fered  by  local  Baptist  Student  Unions. 

lb  qualify  as  a  HMB  summer  mis¬ 
sionary,  a  student  must  be  enrolled  in 
college  or  seminary,  have  completed 
one  year  of  college,  be  a  member  of 
a  Baptist  church,  and  have  good 
health.  Applicants  will  be  placed  in 
ministries  according  to  need  and 
ability. 

To  receive  an  application  and  sam¬ 
ple  list  of  available  student  missions 
and  Innovator  positions,  call 
1-800-HMB-VOLS. 


The  statement  also  expressed  hurt 
and  unhappiness  over  statements 
made  by  FMB  trustees  in  October  and 
December:  “We  have  felt  keenly  the 
derogatory  remarks  made  by  some 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
about  European  Baptists  and  their 
leadership.  We  dare  to  believe  such 
remarks  would  not  have  been  made 
had  there  been  more  personal  contact 
between  the  trustees  and  our 
churches. 

“It  was  a  matter  of  even  greater 
dismay  to  us  when  the  decision  was 
not  rescinded  in  the  light  of  the  pro¬ 
tests  and  requests  that  came  from  all 
over  Europe  and  the  United  States 
and  the  representations  made”  by 
European  and  seminary  leaders. 

The  statement  also  voiced  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  Isam  Ballenger,  FMB  vice 
president  for  Europe,  the  Middle 
East,  and  North  Africa,  and  Keith 
Parker,  area  director  for  Europe,  who 
have  announced  early  retirement  in 
protest  of  the  trustees’  actions.  “We 
have  noted  with  deep  concern  the 
reasons  they  have  given  for  their  deci¬ 
sions  and  wish  to  register  our  own  dis¬ 
quiet  at  what  would  appear  to  be  a 
major  departure  from  long-standing 
Foreign  Mission  Board  policy,”  the 
statement  said. 


GET  MORE  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

WITH 
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PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 


♦  In-House  Claim  Service 

0  No  Fault  Medical  &  Loss  Of  Income 
Protection 

♦  No  Depreciation  On  New  Car  For  90  Days 


♦  15%  Premiere  Discount  For  Violation  & 
Accident-Free  For  3  Years 

0  Special  Rate  For  Nondrinkers  And  Nonsmokers 
0  20%  Good  Student  Credits 


AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  HEALTH  •  CHURCH 

Contact  Your  Local  Agent  _ 


SOUTHAVEN 
Gay  Hudson 
342-2034 


TUPELO 
Eddie  Sullivan 
844-4065 


PEARL 
Andy  Eaton 
939-9300 


MERIDIAN 
Sandra  Little 
482-8868 

JACKSON 

Ruth  Granger 
371-184? 

HATTIESBURG 
Ronnie  Hill 
544-6112 


SOUTHAVEN 
Allen  Parnell 
342-2034 


COLUMBUS 
Carol  Craven 
327-68% 


GULFPORT 
Kent  Johnson 


TUPELO 
Talmadge  Smith 
844-4065 


“We  Built  A  Career  Just  For  You” 
Preferred  Risk  Insurance  is  expanding  in 
Mississippi.  We  are  seeking  outstanding 
individuals  in  Columbus,  Jackson,  Meridian, 
Southaven  and  Tupelo.  No  experience  is 
necessary.  Give  Dennis  Basden  a  call. 


NEW  ALBANY 
lames  Rhea 
534-2108 


SALES  MANAGER 
Dennis  Basden 
932-2339 


JT2  PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group 
Home  Office:  West  Des  Moines.  Iowa 

America’s  nondrinkers  insurance  companyl 


Coming  in  faith 


Jesus  meets  the  needs 


LIFE 

AND- 

WORK 


By  Lola  M.  Autry 
Matthew  8:1-17 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  once  said.  The  name 
of  Jesus  is  not  so  much  written  as  plowed  into 
die  history  of  die  world*  Daniel  Webster  once 
let  it  be  known  that  he  felt  the  need  for  a  super¬ 
human  Savior,  and  that  Savior  was  Jesus 
Christ  This  God-Man  whose  name  is  revered 
above  all  names  met  Webster's  need,  and  he 
meets  the  needs  of  those  who  come  to  him  in 
faidv  in  accordance  with  his  purposes. 

Jesus  heals  the  leper  (w.  1-3).  Jesus  taught  as 


one  having  authority  (Matt  729),  and  the  mul¬ 
titudes  followed  him.  Among  them  was  a 
leper.  Leprosy  was  considered  a  particular 
mark  of  God’s  displeasure.  The  doctors  could 
not  cure  it  The  leper  came  to  Jesus  with  faith, 
lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst  make  me  dean.* 
Jesus,  because  of  the  man’s  faith,  took  away  the 
leprosy.  Sin,  leprosy  of  die  soul,  bean  the  mark 
of  God’s  displeasure.  We  can  be  deansed  of  sin 
when  we  come  to  Jesus  with  faith,  seeking  that 
deansing. 

The  centurion  acknowledges  Jesus'  authori¬ 
ty  (w.  5-9).  Jesus,  the  healer  of  bodies  as  well  as 
souk,  listened  as  a  centurion — an  officer  of  the 
Roman  army — begged  for  help  for  his  servant 
Jesus  as  a  man  and  as  a  Jew  was  under  this  offi¬ 
cer's  subjection,  yet  this  non-Jew  recognized 
Jesus'  authority  as  greater  than  his.  Jesus,  the 
ever-compansionate  One,  said,  T  will  come  and 
heal  him."  With  humility  toward  Jesus  the  cen¬ 
turion  pleaded  unworthiness  that  Jesus  should 
even  enter  his  house,  and  begged  in  belief  that 


the  Lord  need  only  speak  die  necessary  words. 

Jms  affirms  die  centurion's  faith  (vv.  10-12). 
Jesus  declares  this  man's  faith  as  greater  than 
any  he  had  found  in  Israel.  The  thing  Christ 
seeks  in  all  of  us  is  faith  in  him;  belief  that  he  is 
who  he  claims  to  be,  and  that  he  will  do  what 
he  promises.  This  he  found  in  the  centurion. 
For  lack  of  this  kind  of  faith  he  spoke  to  Israel's 
shame.  We  can  transfer  that  guilt  to  ourselves 
when  we  do  not  acknowledge  him  as  Lord  and 
Savior. 

The  leper  was  a  Jew;  the  centurion,  a  Gentile. 
Jesus  came  to  save  all  who  believe  on  him. 
Verse  11  speaksof  both  Jew  and  Gentile  togeth¬ 
er  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Verse  12  says  the 
Jews  had  boasted  as  being  God's  chosen  chil¬ 
dren.  In  this  verse  Jesus  says  this  privilege  will 
no  longer  be  theirs  alone.  The  fact  that  they  had 
been  God's  chosen  race  would  not  save  diem  if 
they  refused  to  believe  in  God's  only  begotten 
Son  Unbelieving  Jews  would  be  cast  into  outer 
darkness.  Even  so,  anyone  not  believing  in 


Jesus  will  be  cast  away.  Salvation  k  a  personal 
thing.  No  one  can  be  saved  for  another. 

Jesus  beak  the  servant  (v.  13).  Jesus,  knowing 
the  centurion's  belief,  granted  hk  request  The 
servant  was  healed.  Here  is  a  prime  example  of 
the  power  of  believing  prayer.  Jesus  said  to  die 
man,  "As  thou  hast  beheved,  so  be  it  done  unto 
thee.”  He  says  to  us  in  Matthew  2122,  "And  all 
things,  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer, 
believing  ye  shall  receive.” 

Jrisus,  the  Messiah-King,  has  the  authority,  die 
power,  die  willingness  to  save  to  the  uttermost 
an  who  believe  in  him  He  asks  simply  that  we 
come  to  him  in  faith,  knowing  he  k  able  to  do 
that  which  he  says  he  can  da  John  3:16  states, 
"for  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  bebeveth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life."  We  can  then  present  our  needs  and  he  Will 
meet  them  in  aooordanee  with  his  purposes. 

Autry  lives  in  Hickory  Flat 


God’s  Word  speaks  through  Hosea's  marriage 


BIBLE 

BOOK 


By  Charles  E  Nestor 
Hosei  1:1-3;  2*-8;  19-20, 23;  3:1-3 
The  bock  of  Hoses,  like  Amos,  desk  with  the 
judgment  of  God  on  die  Northern  Kingdom. 
Hosea's  name  means  'salvation.*  He  speaks  of 
the  fact  and  reasons  for  God's  judgment,  but  hk 
main  emphasis  is  on  victory  through  God's 
redeeming  love  in  the  salvation  of  Israel  as  a 
people  of  God. 

L  God's  call  to  Hotea  (1:1).  Little  k  known 
about  the  prophet  Hosea.  He  was  a  native  of 
die  Northern  Kingdom.  The  Scripture  indicates 
that  God  called  him  to  be  a  prophet  There  k 
the  mention  of  kings  who  served  both 
Northern  and  Southern  Kingdoms.  Hus  indi¬ 
cates  Hosea  was  a  contemporary  of  Amos  and 
Isaiah  and  probably  served  from  750-722  EG 
Mainly,  Hosea  k  known  as  the  prophet  who 
spoke  of  God's  redeeming  love,  and  he  was 
faithful  to  that  minktiy. 


II.  God  tells  Hosea  to  many  (12-3).  God's 
command  to  Hosea  is  quite  different  from 
other  prophets.  Hosea  was  told  to  go  and  take  a 
wife  of  harlotry  or  whoredom  Our  purpose  k 
not  to  make  an  attempt  to  explain  such  instruc¬ 
tions  but  to  be  open  to  hear  the  message  God 
has  for  us.  There  is  no  indication  that  this  was  a 
"forced"  marriage  by  God,  but  the  woman 
Hosea  was  to  marry  was  not  a  virgin.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  Hosea  was  one  who 
walked  with  God  and  that  equipped  him  for 
God  to  speak  through.  Marriage  is  used  as  a 
symbol  of  Israel's  relationship  to  God,  and 
Hosea  uses  "harlotry"  to  describe  religious 
faithlessness. 

Hosea’s  marriage  was  to  be  an  illustration  of 
God  and  Israel.  It  was  used  to  describe  their 
unfaithfulness  to  God  and  hk  redeeming  love 
for  them  The  names  of  the  children  bom  to  this 
marriage  are  a  picture  of  kraeL  The  first  was  a 
son  named  Jezzeel  or  "the  Lord  sows  or  scat¬ 
ters."  The  name  describes  the  judgment  God 
would  bring  on  the  house  of  Israel  Other 
names  indicate  God  will  no  longer  give  ear  to 
the  Northern  Kingdom  nor  treat  them  as  hk 
people  any  more  that  Hosea  could  continue 
treating  Gomer  as  hk  wife. 

The  writer  in  Btoadman  Commentary  makes 
a  profound  statement  concerning  Hosea: 


"Hosea's  ministry  was  grounded  in  the 
assumption  that  what  God  spoke  through  him 
was  predicated  upon  the  fact  that  God  had  first 
spoken  to  him."  We  must  also  allow  God  to 
speak  to  us  before  he  can  use  us  as  effective 
witnesses  for  him. 

m.  Unfaithfulness  of  Gomer  and  Israel  (Z-6- 
8).  Gomel's  unfaithfulness  to  Hosea  k  an  illus¬ 
tration  of  Israel's  unfaithfulness  to  God.  Both 
had  spumed  the  love  of  die  one  who  cared  for 
them  more  than  anyone  eke.  This  seems  to  be 
die  story  of  humanity.  We  so  often  hurt  those 
who  love  us  more  than  we  hurt  anyone  eke. 
Hosea's  love  would  not  let  Gomer  go,  nor 
would  God's  love  let  Israel  go.  True  love  k  not 
defeated  by  those  who  choose  to  do  it  wrong 
When  sin  k  in  control,  it  will  blind  us  to  that 
which  k  right,  honorable,  and  due.  Israel  gave 
her  krve  and  devotion  to  Baal  and  offered  sacri¬ 
fices  to  him.  They  had  become  blind  to  the  fact 
that  Jehovah  was  the  only  true  God,  and  he 
was  the  one  who  provided  them  with  the  sacri¬ 
fices  they  gave  to  a  pagan  god. 

IV.  God's  promise  of  a  new  covenant  (2-T9-20, 
23).  Hosea  uses  the  metaphor  of  marriage  to 
describe  the  new  relationship  God  will  have 
with  his  people.  This  renewed  commitment 
will  be  forever.  The  consummation  of  die  com¬ 
mitment  will  be  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 


The  names  of  Hosea  and  Comer's  children 
are  now  used  to  describe  the  new  relationship, 
based  on  the  new  covenant  Israel  will  not  be 
scattered,  without  pity,  nor  estranged  from 
God.  They  wiD  be  brought  together,  loved,  and 
called  hk  people.  God's  promise  k  still  true 
today.  He  loves  us  and  wants  us  to  live  in  faith¬ 
fulness  to  hk  covenant 

V.  God's  love  demonstrated  in  redemption 
(3:1-3).  It  k  apparent  that  Hosea's  love  k  rooted 
in  God's  love.  In  the  redemptive  process  of 
Hosea  for  Gomer,  we  observe  the  redeeming 
love  of  God  for  kraeL  God  did  not  give  up  on 
the  Israelites  because  they  sinned.  Gomer  was 
placed  in  a  home  setting  where  she  would  have 
opportunity  to  respond  to  Hosea's  redeeming 
love.  She  was  removed  from  those  relation¬ 
ships  which  could  influence  unfaithfulness. 
God's  redeeming  love  matted  Israel  out  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  fellowship  with  false  gods.  They  were 
hk  people  and  he  was  their  God. 

Israel  was  able  to  abide  in  hk  fellowship.  God 
continues  to  call  people  out  of  sin  and  redeem 
them  to  himself.  We  are  able  to  abide  in  him 
and  continue  in  hk  truth.  It  k  forever.  Be  care¬ 
ful  with  whom  you  develop  quality  relation¬ 
ships.  God's  people  are  to  remain  faithful  to 
him. 

Nestor  k  pastor;  First  Church,  Brace. 


Christians  should  adopt  servant  spirit  and  attitude 


Proper  relationship  (£1-2) 

"If  therefore  there  k  any  encouragement  in 
Christ,"  might  at  first  glance  lead  us  to  believe 
that  thk  passage  k  for  those  only  who  sense 

U  N  I  F  O  R  M  encouragement  very  strongly  in  Christ  We 

know,  however,  that  Christ  intends  for  all 
Christians  to  find  encouragement  in  him.  We 
must  iooKaitn»  statement. 

I  m  If  you  study  the  original  tod,  you  will  find  that 

By  Bobby  Williamson  "if  wouki  be  better  stated  «  "since."  This  would 

Phflippians  2:1-11  darify  the  intended  meaning  of  these  wonderful 

One  of  the  most  critical  issues  feeing  the  WO(Xji 
Christian  community  today  is  the  issue  of  ser-  Becm*eof  the  blessing  and  resources  of  being 

vanthood.  Many  of  us  have  grown  up  during  a  united  in  Christ,  we  Chrktiaro  shouki  certainly 
time  when  we  have  been  pampered  and  have  be  united  with  one  another.  As  we  apply  the  ka- 
not  learned  the  biblical  principle  of  being  ser-  ^  ^  week  kt  us  renew  our  efforts  to  work  in 

harmony  with  fellow  believers. 

a  r  _  t .  _*  iL.  .a.  -  —  • 


Our  tosson  this  week  focuses  on  the  fact  that  we 

should  relate  to  one  another  with  servant  atti¬ 
tudes,  and  not  the  world's  attitude  of,  "what  can 
you  do  far  me?" 


You  Iwve  heard  it  said  that  one  of  the  biggest 
problems  today  k  that  so  many  people  have  T 


problems.  It  seems  epidemic  in  our  society,  and 
yes,  even  in  our  churches. 

These  verse  tell  us  dearly  to  regard  others  as 
more  important  than  ouredves  and  to  look  out 
far  the  interests  of  other*  Thk  one  biblical  princi¬ 
ple  applied  to  the  lives  of  church  members 
would  revolutionize  our  world.  As  we  learn  this, 
I  believe  we  will  stop  hearing  statements  in  our 
churches  such  as  "my  committee,"  or  "my 
Sunday  School  room,"  implying  that  they  belong 
to  us  Our  attitudes  will  change  these  phrases  to 
"our  committee,"  and  "our  Sunday  School  room." 
When  we  learn  these  principles  at  church,  we 
wifi  learn  to  apply  them  in  our  daily  Hvea. 

Proper  example  (29-11) 

Who  ie  our  supreme  example  in  being  a  ser¬ 
vant?  Verne  5  teOs  us  to  have  fee  same  servant 
altitude  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus.  Certainly  thk 
example  should  lead  each  of  us  to  adopt  the  ser¬ 
vant  attitude  Christ  displayed.  What  are  some  of 


the  true  marks  of  a  Christian  leader?  I  believe 
trust  is  a  key  characteristic  If  people  trust  you 
enough  and  believe  you  have  their  best  interests 
at  heart,  you  will  be  amazed  at  what  you  can 
accomplish  in  a  leadership  position.  Pastors 
would  be  well  reminded  here  of  Hebrews  13:17, 
leaden  "watch  for  your  souk;"  and  I  believe  our 
precious  people  will  follow  if  they  believe  that 
you  care  for  their  souk 
Proper  encouragement  C^-ll) 

Therefore  ako  God  highly  exalted  him,"  ringp 
loudly  file  feet  that  Christians  should  reaffirm 
Christ's  lordship  in  our  Uvea.  God's  exaltation  of 
Christ  showB  that  he  highly  values  and  rewards 
persons  who  have  servant  spirits 
Do  you  have  the  spirit  of  a  servant?  Let’s  each  of 
us  resolve  this  week  to  express  file  attitude  of  a 
servant  in  one  action  toward  a  Mow  believer. 
Williamson  is  pastor.  Park  Place  Church, 


Knights  minister  at  truckers’  center 


Strangers  come  to  you  .  . 


Volunteer  ministry  at  the  Truckers 
and  Travelers  Welcome  Center  in 
Pascagoula  is  highly  recommended 
by  two  of  the  first  out-of-town 
volunteers  to  staff  the  center  on  a  live- 
in  basis. 

Jimmy  Knight,  evangelist,  and  his 
wife,  Alane,  of  Laurel,  spent  three 
days  and  two  nights  at  the  center  a 
couple  of  weeks  after  it  opened  in 
December  and  reported  that  it  was 
both  interesting  and  exciting  to  be  a 
part  of  the  new  ministry  of  the 
Jackson  County  Baptist  Association. 

“This  is  going  to  be  a  tremendous 
opportunity  for  Christians  who  want 
to  be  involved  in  ministering  to  peo¬ 
ple’s  physical  and  spiritual  needs,” 
said  Knight. 

The  Knights  stayed  in  the  private, 
two-bedroom  apartment  for  volunteer 
workers  located  in  the  rear  of  the 
center.  They  welcomed  truckers, 
travelers,  and  other  visitors  to  the 
center,  served  coffee  and  snacks,  held 
short  devotionals,  and  found  plenty  of 
opportunity  to  witness. 

■  “Most  Christians  are  hesitant  to  go 
out  knocking  on  doors  to  witness  to 
strangers,  but  in  this  situation, 
strangers  come  to  you,  often  asking 
why  you  are  there,”  said  Knight.  ‘It 
is  a  natural  witnessing  situation.  As 
people  come  in,  you  ask  where  they 
are  from,  what  kind  of  work  they  do, 
about  their  family.  It  is  easy  to  move 
from  that  personal  interest  into  talk¬ 
ing  about  their  relationship  with  the 
Lord.” 

The  highlight  of  their  time  at  the 
center  came  when  they  got  to  pray 
and  rejoice  with  the  first  person  to 
receive  Christ  as  Savior  as  a  result  of 


the  center’s  ministry.  The  trucker 
came  into  the  center  to  share  the  ex¬ 
citing  news  that  he  had  given  his  life 


Alane  and  Jimmy  Knight 

to  the  Lord.  He  had  visited  the  center 
during  the  previous  week  at  a  time 
when  he  was  having  family  and  per¬ 
sonal  problems  and  was  depressed 
and  confused.  Workers  at  the  center 
had  counseled  with  him,  encouraged 
him,  and  told  him  about  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

“He  walked  in  the  door  with  the  big¬ 
gest  smile  on  his  face  you  have  ever 
seen,”  said  Mrs.  Knight.  “He  was  so 
excited  it  was  like  he  was  walking  on 
a  cloud.” 

The  trucker  told  the  Knights  that  as 
a  result  of  the  counsel  and  concern  he 


had  received  at  the  center,  his  life  had 
been  turned  around.  He  had  found 
solutions  to  some  of  his  difficulties 
and  his  outlook  had  changed  because 
someone  had  cared  about  him. 

“The  man  here  also  told  me  that  I 
needed  to  give  my  heart  to  the  Lord 
and  I  did  that  while  I  was  driving 
down  the  road,”  he  said.  “My  whole 
life  has  changed.  I’m  on  my  way  to 
California  with  a  load,  but  I  just 
wanted  to  tell  you  how  much  I  ap¬ 
preciate  this.  I  will  be  back  whenever 
I  can  get  back  through  here.” 

Almost  everyone  who  came  in  had 
a  story  to  tell  and  seemed  to  ap¬ 
preciate  just  having  someone  to  listen. 
One  driver  told  the  Knights  that  many 
truckers  are  lonely  people  who  are 
convinced  that  no  one  cares  about 
them.  A  hitchhiker  talked  about  his 
longing  to  be  respected. 

“Being  at  the  center  reminded  us 
that  not  everyone  lives  the  same  kind 
of  life  that  we  do,  but  they  still  need 
to  know  that  they  are  valuable  and 
loved  and,  mo6t  of  all,  that  God  loves 
them,”  said  Knight.  “It  isn’t  often  you 
get  a  chance  to  share  a  cup  of  coffee 
and  talk  about  the  Lord  with  a  young 
man  who  sleeps  under  bridges.” 

During  the  first  month  of  operation 
for  the  center,  workers  recorded  visits 
by  87  truckers  and  38  hitchhikers, 
along  with  other  visitors  representing 
a  total  of  25  states  and  two  foreign 
countries.  As  word  about  the  center 
spreads  among  truckers,  those 
numbers  are  expected  to  greatly 
increase. 

While  the  Knights  were  there,  one' 
woman  was  reluctant  to  come  in  with 


. 


Jimmy  Knight  and  Bob  Storie 


her  husband,  a  trucker  who  stopped 
in  for  a  shower.  But  once  she  sat  down 
with  a  cup  of  coffee  and  got  to  talk,  she 
really  seemed  to  enjoy  it. 

“There  are  more  women  on  the  road 
these  days,  either  as  truckers 
themselves  or  traveling  with  their 
husbands.  They  seem  to  fed  more 
comfortable  with  another  woman 
around.  I  think  the  center  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  couples  to  minister 
together,”  said  Mrs.  Knight. 

Out-of-town  volunteers  who  staff  the 
center  for  several  days  can  be  reliev¬ 
ed  as  necessary  by  local  volunteers  to 
allow  breaks  for  sight  seeing,  relax¬ 
ing,  or  catching  a  little  extra  sleep. 
The  center  opens  at  6  a.m.  each  mor¬ 
ning  and  closes  at  10  p.m. 

Bob  Storie,  director  of  ministries  for 
the  Jackson  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  in  charge  of  scheduling 
volunteers  to  staff  the  center.  He  and 
his  wife,  Maudie,  spend  a  good  deal  of 
.time  there,  too  New  volunteers  are 


thoroughly  briefed  qn  facilities  and 
policies. 

“It  is  always  a  joy  to  work  with  Bob 
Storie  He  is  always  available  to 
answer  questions  and  give  support  as 
needed  as  volunteers,”  said  Knight 
who  led  a  mission  construction  team 
that  did  renovations  on  the  Jackson 
County  ministries  cento-  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1990.  “We  would  encourage 
anyone  who  is  interested  in  working 
as  a  volunteer  in  this  ministry  to  con¬ 
tact  him  by  calling  769-7101.  It  was  a 
blessing  to  us  and  we  look  forward  to 
going  back  .” 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  A  native  of 
Laurel,  Jimmy  Knight  has  been  in 
fulltime  preaching  and  music 
evangelism  since  1979.  Mrs.  Knight  is 
a  freelance  writer  and  former 
newspaper  editor.  They  are  members 
of  Bethlehem  Church  in  Laurel.  Their 
address  is  Route  2  Box  683,  Laurel,  MS 
39440;  telephone  42S-I3M. 


CHILDREN  S  PAGE 


Romanian  visitor 

Alexandru  Voinescu  of  Romania,  age 
8.  visited  a  second  grade  class  at 
Philadelphia  Elementary  School,  while  he 
and  his  mother  were  guests  of  their  friend, 
Cornel  Petrassevich,  a  retired  doctor  who 
lives  in  Philadelphia  Before  that  visit  to 
the  school,  he  had  never  before  eaten 
lunchroom  food  or  ridden  a  school  bus  or 
worn  tennis  shoes.  Later  he  told  his 
mother,  who  is  a  dentist.  "Mama,  I  do  not 
want  to  return  to  Romania!  It  is  cold  there! 
I  want  to  stay  here  in  America.  I  love  K." 


Royal  Ambassadors  of  Bluff  Springs 
Church,  Benton-Tippeh  Association, 

sponsored  a  birthday  party  in  honor  of 
Jesus.  The  toys  brought  to  the  party  were 
given  to  children  in  the  community  and 
to  Toys  lor  Tots.  Pictured,  are  Jeff  and 
Brandon  Roberta  and  Timothy  and  Mark 
Smith  Jackie  Smith  is  RA  director. 


Pope  Church,  Panola  Association,  held  a  Christmas  mission  special  Dec. 
18,  in  which  children  of  the  congregation  dressed  as  missionaries  from  all  over 
the  world.  Those  who  participated  are  pictured:  left  to  right,  first  row,  Monica 
Mills,  Charlotte  Milts;  second  row,  Amanda  Rlkand,  Brittany  Boggan,  Nicole  Ben¬ 
son,  Pam  Williford,  Brittany  Flippo,  WiH  Florence;  third  row,  Nikki  Mills,  Jessica 
Mills,  Jessica  Boggan,  Chris  Gianelloni.  Brandon  Presley,  Heather  Milts,  Erica 
Boggan,  Mitchell  Daughtery,  Kevin  Roberson,  David  Odom;  fourth  row,  Leiaini 
Marshall,  EmUy  Broome,  Elizabeth  Flippo,  Kate  Florence,  Ashley  Lewis,  and 
Shelia  Flippo  Al  Multan  is  pastor. 


Pen  Pal 
Club 


My  name  is  Anna  Rich.  I  am  9Vfe 
years  old.  I  like  school,  skating,  and 
swimming.  I  really  like  writing  let¬ 
ters.  If  you  would  like  a  pen  pal  write 
to  me 

Love, 

Anna  Rich 
Rt.  1,  Bax  450-J 
Byhalia,  MS  38611 
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